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VOICE FOR LESBIANS AND GAY MEN IN MAINE

Police Seek
Clues to Gay
Man's Murder
Officials Appeal
to Gay Community
for Help
by Elze
As friends and family mourn his death ,
state and local police officials desperately
seek clues to the murder of Biddeford
resident Jimmy Monaldo, 32, a gay man
whose body was found with multiple gunshot wounds in Windham on Thursday ,
December 31.
But police officials are expressing
frustration that their investigation is impeded by people's fear of discrimination
should employers discover their sexual
orientation due to publicity if they come
forward with information .
" We need help, " State Police Detective
Bill Gormme told Our Paper. "We need
anybody to come forw ard who saw James
Monaldo after he left The Underground
early Tuesday morning , December 29."
Monaldo was probably last seen by a
close friend that morning as they parted
ways in the street after leaving The
Underground, Portland's gay and lesbian
disco, shortly after closing.
Though arrested in Monaldo's red 1986
Toyota pickup truck around Grant and
Sherman streets in Portland the day after
Monaldo's body was discovered, Craig
Pettingill, 22, of Portland, and Nicholas
Hassapelis, 29, of Windham , have not
been charged with the murder. The · two
men allegedly robbed the Days Inn of
Portland and the Exit 8 Texaco service
station within days of Morialdo's disappearance, and were charged with armed
robbery.
Police officials want to speak with
anyone who may have seen Monaldo, his
truck, Hassapelis, or Pettingill in Deering
Oaks Park or the parking lot across from
The Underground the night of Monaldo' s
disappearance.
"Anything," Gomane emphasized.
" Anything that can place Monaldo,
Hassapelis, or Pettingill anywhere after the
bar closed."
Friends Say Monaldo Fr~quented
Deering Oaks
Monaldo frequented the Oaks after the
bars closed, said Randy Scott, owner of
The Underground. "Like a lot of people,
when he left the bars at night, he might be
lonely and looking for companionship,''
Scott said. "I suspect that whoever killed
Jimmy , hooked up with him down at the
Oaks."
Bl!i Monaldo' s close friend who may
have been the last to see him alive , expressed surprise and disbelief at this
revelation. Monaldo and he would meet at
continued on page 14
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Regional Reports

Portland Hospitals Asking-Consent
for HIV Testing Upon Admission
Practice said to violate law
by Brent McKinstry and Brenda Buchanan
Portland's three hospitals have incorporated a clause into their general ad mis- ·
sion forms covering HIV testing, a practice that violates both the letter and the
spirit of an informed consent law passed
last year, according to its prime legislative
backer.
The general admission forms being
used at Maine Medical Center, Mercy
Hospital and the Osteopathic Hospital
include language allowing the hospital to
test patients for the HIV antibody in the
event a health care worker is accidentally
exposed to their blood. The law passed
last spring requires pre-test counseling
before consent is sought, so patients will
understand the purpose of the test and its
possible implications.
State Rep. Charlene Rydell, a Brunswick Democrat who chaired the state
AIDS Advisory Co mmittee at the time
the informed consent law was passed,
believes the hospitals are violating the
law.
"I think it's very disturbing that hospitals are asking patients to sign that kind
of form on admission," Rydell said .
'Those consent forms , in my estimation,
do not ·meet the law, and in fact, work
against it. They are asking people to sign
away their right to informed consent."
Mercy Hospital's public relations director, Leslie Gall, provided Our Paper
with a copy of the form being used at
Mercy. She said the hospital believes the
form is in line with the informed consent
law.

A form was obtained directly from the
admissions office at Maine Medical Center. Its spokesperson, Joseph Shields, did
not return repeated phone calls seeking
comment. Osteopathic Hospital officials
said only administrator John Carroll
could release forms to a reporter; Carroll
also failed to return several phone calls
from Our Paper. However, a reporter
read the form used at Osteopathic, and it
did contain an HIV-testing clause.
AIDS activists and the state advisory
committee pushed hard for the informed
consent law last year. They said the
potential implications of an HIV test are
so great special procedures needed to be
established to protect consumers.
Rydell was an active part of that effort.
At one point she sat down with lawyers
from the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis and helped draft the actual wording
of the bill.
"We made a decision at the Legislature
last year that a permission slip, a consent
form, was not enough," she said. Rydelf
. said the law requires "a special series of
events" to take place to call patients'
attention to the seriousness of having an
HIV test. "The cornerstone is counseling,"
she said.
·
The law requires informed consent be
given in writing, with informed consent
defined as "co nsent that is based on an
actual understanding by the person to be
tested that the test is being performed; of
the nature of the test; of the persons to
whom the result of that test may be dis-

closed; of the purpose for which the test
results may be used ; and of all foreseeable
risks and benefits resulting from the test;
and (be) wholly voluntary and free from
express or implied coercion."
Rydell said lawmakers would have
simply said "signed consent" if they did
not feel so strongly about the importance
of counseling. She said unless admissions
clerks at the hospitals have been trained
to do pre-test counseling and are doirrg it
with every incoming patient, the law is
being violated, because what is written on
the forms (see box) is not adequate to
constitute informed consent.
"I'm not a lawyer, but that's how I
understood it when I was involved in the
passage of the law,"she said. "I think the
hospitals are trying to find a way to get
around the law."
Our Paper was unable to _obtain an
official answer about what would happen
if a person refused to sign the general
consent form . The possibility of a hospital refusing to admit such a person was
acknowledged by a clerk at Osteopathic
Hospital who said a person "would not
be transferred to a floor" if they refused
to sign the form .
Tension is growing between hospital
administrators and those who support ~n
individual's absolute right to refuse HIV
testing under any circumstances. As the
number of AIDS cases in Maine has
risen, so has panic about health care
continued on page 19

Barbara Smith, Keynoting MLGPA
Awards Dinner
by Elze
Distinguished author and activist Barbara Smith , a featured speaker at the recent National March on Washington for
Lesbian and Gay Rights , will keynote the
Maine Le·sbian/Gay Political Alliance' s
third annual awards dinner set for
February 6 at The Senator Inn in Augusta
following the organization ' s annual
meeting.
Several Maine citizens will be honored
for their contributions to gay and lesbian
civil rights and progressive AIDS-related
education and policy-making, including:
Randy Scott, the owner of The Underground, Portland's gay and lesbian disco ;
Rep . Marge Clark; former Department of
Human Services official Trish Riley ;
Portland Pride organizer Michael Rosset-

ti; Joni Foster, a founding member of the
Committee on Gay and Lesbian Youth;
Sharon Raymond of Parents and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays; Cameron Duncan ,
a member of the state advisory committee
on AIDS , wh9 has also spoken around the
state as a person with AIDS; and Jennifer
Wriggins, an attorney who has assisted
MLGPA in drafting legislation .
Co-founder of Kitchen Table: Women
of C_olor Press , the only publisher for
women of color in the United States, Barbara Smith was a founding member of the
Black feminist Combahee River Collective
in 1974, which organized around a range
of issues in Boston for six years. The collective achieved national recognition as one
of the few multi-issue , activist, feminist of
continued on page 3

Black lesbian feminist author and
activist Barbara Smith to keynote
MLGPA annual dinner.

.___________________ LE11ERS __________________
Dear Our Paper,

Dear Our Paper,

Dear Our Paper,

I don't get to see Our Paper very often,
but Donna Jones gave me a copy of the
December issue because of the lesbian battering article in it. (The article was good,
and I'm glad Our Paper has met the issue
head-on, but, jeez, am I sick of being a
"battered lesbian" - particularly the
only one around here who seems willing
to share her story. We need to talk about
things like "bad break-ups," often a dyke
euphemism for relationships that have
turned into battering ones. How many
times have I heard a dyke's pain · and
distress explained away with the phrase,
"Oh, she's just going through a bad breakup, " (and how many times have I just accepted that without question?).
Anyway, here's the Maine version of
GCN in my hands, and goodness me! if
it hasn't grown into a quality rag. Elze's
interview with three of the Janes from the
old Jane Collective covers a part of our
history that is important to remember. (I
loved their telephone recording: "This is
Jane from Women's Liberation" ! Who's
bold enough to greet strangers like that
nowadays?) E.17.e's writing reads smoothly,
the questions were the ones that needed
asking, and you set a timely context for the
whole thing.
Your CD journal moved me to tears.
So I gotta subscribe to this newspaper
and thank my lucky stars that you are putting it together.

In reply to your very fine lead editorial
in the most recent issue: If some people
say that you 're too political, and some
others say that you're not political enough,
and I do, probably what you are is "just
right."
I very much want to learn more from
Our Paper about what is happening in the
rest of the country, gay and lesbian issues.
Is there a civil rights bill in Congress?
There is. Who introduced it? I don't know.
How many co-sponsors? Seven senators!
Seventy representatives! Who are they?
Kennedy, Waxman, Studds, and Frank I wish I knew the rest. How are civil rights
bills doing in other states? What are the
positions of many presidential candidates?
Jackson must be with us. Who else?
Dukakis. He' ll sign Mass. civil rights law
which was passed.generously by the Mass.
legislature, if it ever comes unglued from
where it is stuck. He says he will.
Thank you very much.

Best wishes,
Mary Lou Dietrich

I was recently handed a copy of your
paper - the second one I have viewed (the
last was many months ago). I feel someone
should address, yes critically, some points
. that are said out of concern.
The editorial page - my favorite in any
newsprint - was the first matter that
caused me concern. F.B. refers to all as
dykes and fags. Use of those terms I
thought were in the past, the times when
the only way to feel good about oneself
was to use other peoples' derisive labels
mockingly - yet tragically as a way to be
kept in one's place. Among people who
have found other identifications and ·
rewards and a place in this world, those
terms have no place. They only signify to
the reader that the paper is small time, not
a grown~up's publication if you will. I'm
sure you will feel angry about my remarks,
just as I am sure I will never pick up one
of your papers in the near future. And
that's okay; we all have our own niches.

I am delighted you are back! Great issue,
especially Elze's Jane interview and D.C.
piece. Here is a contribution - wish it
were more. I already get the paper at work,
so don't send me a sub.

Kevin Cathcart
Executive Director
Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders
Boston

P.O. Box 10744

Maine Lesbian/Gay ~qlitical Al_liance

Third Annual Meeting
&. Celebratory Dinner
February 6, 1988
· The Senator Inn, western Avenue, Augusta
noon Annual Mee ting
3:00 p.m. Moc k Caucus
5:30 p.m. Cocktail Hour
6:30 p.m. Dinner
8 p.m. Keynote Speaker
9:30 p.m. Da nce
featuring

Barbara Sinith
distinguishe d write r. p ublisher. & progressive political activ ist
Edito r o f Ho m e Girls: A B lack Feminis t A ntho logy
co-fo under o f Kitc h e n T able: wom e n o f Colo r Press
Community organize r since 1964

Dance! Dance! Dance!
The social euent of the y ear. (n ot to be m issed)
Re servations a must! Tic k e ts S20 to S35.
For more information, c al f Diane (799-6905) or Barb (871 -1555).
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PURPOSE
OUR PAPER is published
monthly by the OUR PAPER Collective, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
Maine 04104. The purpose of
OUR PAPER is to serve as a
voice for lesbians and gay men in
Maine. We wish the newspaper
to be a source of information,
support and affirmation, and a
vehicle for celebration, by and
for members of the lesbian and
gay men's co_mmunities. We want
the paper to reflect our diversity
as well.
EDITORIAL POLICY
We will consider for publication
any material that broadens our
understanding of our lifestyles
and of each other. Views and
opinions appearing in the paper
are those of the authors only.
We request that
material
submitted be signed and include
an address and/or phone number
so we can contact the author if
editorial revisions· need to be
considered. We reserve the right
to edit unsigned material as
necessary. Within the pages of
the newspaper, articles can appear anonymously, upon request,
and strict confidentiality will be
observed. No revisions or rejections of signed material will occur
without dialogue with the author.
Even though our editorials are
initialed , they represent the
opinjon of all collective members.
We welcome and encourage
all our readers to submit material
for publication and to share your
comments, criticisms and positive
feelings with us. Remember, OUR
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline
for each issue is the 10th of the
month.
·

all
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A cc:mcerned gray gay

OUR PAPER

Planning an event? Let us know. We will list. your meeting, lecture,
concert, and any public event free of charge in our calendar. Just send-the date, time, contact person; and other pertinent information to us by
the second Tuesday of the month prior to the event. Write: Calendar,
Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 04104.
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I do think it's important that you exist.
There are those young persons who are
seeking common ties, for others who feel
the same way, and want acknowledgment .
that it's okay to be gay. We are, after all,
too small an urban population to serve all
the women and men out there.
Those of us who have other concerns
than our sexuality should have some voice
in your pages, if only to likewise acknowledge that there is life after the third
or tenth lover. There is life after one
reaches the pinnacle of a career. There are
retired gay men and women. And there are
people in every community who are gay
and you don't know it.
So; here' s to you and here's to us. And
we both endure. Have a happy and successful 1988.

F.E.

Dear Our Paper,

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions are $12 for one
year (12 issues), $20 for two
years and $25 for three years.
Make checks payable to OUR
PAPER.

~
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by, Susan Reed, , .
(.

You cannot imagine what it is like to live
in a cooperative home ~ith - among
others - one of the steadfast members of
the Our Paper collective. Every month, as
the deadline draws near, she begins to give
me pensive, inquiring looks , as if to say:
Is this The Month? I, of course, pretend
not to see.
Years ago , I made the mistake of mentioning that I might like to write a little
something for the paper .. . someday . She' s
been at me ever since, with varying
degrees of fer:vor. She says I can, ~~ite
anything I want, and hints b!oadly , at
humor. Entertai,iing the thought of it entertain·s me, but there's nothing funny about
what brings me finally to the fold.
Right off, let me confess that my friends
and I abandoned the Maine delegation early on at the March on Washington - as
soon as it became clear Maine would not
be marching for hours. Instead , we
hooked up with one religious group after
another, changing denomination as the
spirit moved us and opportunity allowed .
As a result of these miraculous and
repeated conversions, ancl a few other
fancy maneuvers, we wound up sitting
near the front, in the Colorado delegation,
. where we could actually see the onstage
bodies of the voices blaring ubiquitously
through the sound system.
As the speakers, singers and comedians
moved us, we laughed,. we sang, we
cheered , we swayed in time, we leapt to
our feet in standing ovation, we sat
' solemnly silent. So did everyone else.
The young man who laughed, sang,
cheered, swayed, leapt and sat next to me,
after a particularly chummy sort of song,
• turned to me and gave me a spontaneous
hug . We exchanged grins now and again
as the rally progressed. At some point, he
leaned toward me afld. pressed a sheaf of
f ' blue papers into my hands , asking intensely if my lover and I would read something,
as a favor to him.
"Sure," I responded, amiably enough ,
and turned to the top sheet only to be
thrown into immediate confusion. There
in the corn'er of the page was what appeared to be my name: S. Reed . The page
had a long poem written on it entitled " The
Intruder' ' - the title of a poem my mother

MLGPA Dinner
continued from page 1
color organizations in the country because
of the wide circulation of The Combahee
River Collective Statement written in
1977.
Also a board member of the National
Coalition of Black Lesbians and Gays,
Smith has appeared in two documentary
films, one of them " Pink Triangles. " She
has been a member of numerous organizations foe.used on sterilization abuse,
reproductive rights, gay and lesbian rights,
and violence against women , including the
murders of -12 Black women within a four
month period in Boston in 1979.
Currently a resident of Albany, New
York , Smith' s writings have appeared in
many journals and newspapers, including
Boston' s Gay Community News , MS.
Magazine, Conditions, The Village Voice,
The New York Native, Sojourner, and
Sage: A Scholarly Journal on Black
Women.
MLGPA' s annual meeting will be held
from 12 noon-4 p.m. and include the election of officers and steering committee
members . A cocktail hour will begin at
5 :30 p.m. followed by dinner, the keynote
address, the awards presentations, and

.

wrote and shared with me 'a't ·a time when
she thought she was dying. The typeface
looked as if it had been typed on this
typewriter.
"How did you know my name?" I
asked. "What is this?"
He looked puzzled and said, "Would
you just read it?" Then I spotted the name
at the bottom of the page - his name is
not Susan - and I realized this was simply an odd collection of coincidences.
Reading the poem, I found it was one of
his creative responses to the fact that he
is dying of AIDS.
We rea~ all 'the J>9emS on those blue
pages.and shed some tears with him, sharing incongruous inoments of intense intimacy in a sea of people. Then the
moments passed and our attention returned to the speakers on the stage. After
a while, he had a seizure of some sort and
· was helped away by his buddy .
I have continued to be deeply touched
by those moments of deep connection with
my new friend. His address was on the
poetry he gave us, so I sent him a card expressing my appreciation of all he had
shared with us . We have continued
sporadically to keep in touch .
There is a point or two lurking in all of
this . I guess one is the affirmation of the
lesson that there really are no coincidences.
The things that seemed so on the surface,
on further consideration, are important
pieces of something that is beginning to
come together now . They served, first, to
grab my attention, and then to establish
kinship with my new friend. In doing so,
they made me realize that whether he is a
remote blood relation or no, he and all my
gay brothers, including those who are suffering with AIDS, and all my lesbian
sisters, are kin. We are my people. I own
it.
The courage of my friend, who is using
even what he' forsees will be' his last
months for creative purpose is an inspiration to me. The reality is we are all dying .
Our brothers with AIDS are going to die
whether we extend ourselves to them or
not. We are each going to die, whether we
have finished - or started - our important work or not. The quality of our living
(and dying) is really up to us . I , for one,
have decided to pick up my pen and face
the new year_with resolution .

/

Remembering Nancy
serious self-indulgence. Here you were in
all your zaniness , surrounded by your wild
friends .
A couple of weeks later we-got together
for dinner and exchanged niece and
nephew stories and pictures. I wanted to
blurt out all my questions right then and
there, but decided I'd best get to know you
better first. A week later you were dead .
Now, a year after, I feel a void .
I dido 't know you well enough to see
your pain-in-the-neck side. I never knew
your hurts and . darkness . Instead I knew
you in your more fully tealized state. You
were a legend to me as a .Spruce Run
worker, and forever you will remain legendary . I don't have to know your difficulties. I can remember your playful
spirit, your deep commitment to social
justice and your effervescent love for your
lover and friends . You will remain an inspiration for me in my work. With those
you touch~ , a part of your spirit lives on.
I miss you.

That was your name, wasn't it? Tonight
the sound of Nancy feels unreal. I don't say
your name often. I- don't know any other
Nancys. I. ha~'t said it often enough
before you were gone.
Though your name has a misty veil , your
smile is as clear as the fresh sno}V reflected
in the river. That smile, your eyes and
hands involved , infected enthusiasm in
those around you. There was 'SO much I
wanted to learn from you! How did you
keep the fires of your spirit burning so
joyously? You worked tirelessly yet never
seemed frustrated or disgruntled like I feel
too often. What's your secret? Do you
have your own special Goddess watching
over you?
As real as your face appears , I cannot
hear your voice. I was just getting to know
you before you left. It didn' t take too long
to become captivated .
I remember you mischievously singing
and dancing and joking at Roberta's New
Year's party. You knew you were among
friends. Then the dinner at MJ's and Sue's.
You and Roberta won the "Most Domestic
of the Year Award" (a new-to-me tradition). You stood up at the dinner table to
give us all a demonstration of the fine art
of folding fitted sheets. You used your best
British accent, of course. You followed
this later with a rendition of Jane Wagner's
piece (written for Lily Tomlin) on
vibrators for the average woman. Who was
this woman? And what a wonderful relief,
your cohorts as well , from our often too

.

Lynnsey
Nancy Gentile was a Lesbian activist.
She helped write the Maine domestic
violence law and worked diligently for its
passage. She was a founder of Spruce Run,
active in the domestic violence coalition
and director of Parents Anonymous. Nancy was also active in the Bucksport area
Peace Action Committee and visited
Nicaragua with Witness for Peace.

.

--Come join. us at

PAPAJ()E'S
80·Water Street ·

Augusta, Maine
207-623-4041

dancing with Augusta DJ David Neal.
Reservations for dinner are required .
Call Barbara Wood , 871-1555 , or Diane
Elze , 799-6905, or send $20 today to
MLGPA , P.O. Box 108 , Yarmouth Maine
04096.

BRUCE W . KENNEY. D .0.

&ard c._'Ttificd G'-'Tl'-'Tal Prw:ticc
Prewntiw McJi.:inc
Obsterria
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Totally Remodeled
With New Dance F1oor

•

l7he Cc11ttrfo1·Jlealt!L,
97 India Sm!et
Portland, Maine 04101
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Violence Between Lesbians: A Different Analysis
by Sadhbh Neilan
This is written in reply to "Lesbian Battering : The Silence is Deafening," (OP
12/87). I am grateful to the authors ,
Martha Piscuskas and Merril Cousin , for
finally provoking me to write on this
troubling subject. The issue of violence in
our lives and/or in our communities needs
to be addressed. Though Piscuskas and
Cousin make many valuable points I
strongly disagree with their analysis , both
in how they define the issue; suggesting
that violence between lesbians is analogous
to domestic violence etc., and in how they
qualify the problem; suggesting that
violence between women is an endemic
problem within the lesbian community.
The following thoughts are offered in the
spirit of continuing dialogue.
One of the major social contributions of
the feminist movement in the last fifteen
years was establishing that domestic
violence occurs so frequently between men
and women living together as to virtually
constitute an institutionalized aspect of
male-female relations . An estimated two
to four million women are beaten by their
husbands or boyfriends each year. (1) According to the FBI every four days a
woman is beaten to death by a man she
knows well . (2) It was a lesbian, Del
Martin , who in her pioneering study Battered Wives first placed the problem in a
societal context. She showed that the abuse
of women within their families was
facilitated by society's· respect for men's
time honored right to control and discipline
their families. Only the most egregious.examples of domestic cruelty met with social
disapproval, otherwise the problem was ignored, or; more correctly, the victimization of women within the home was not
seen as a problem. Society, by its lack of
legal and social sanctions, effectively endorsed a man's right to abuse his wife. The
feminist movement focused public attention on this abuse, calling the systematic
terrorization of women within the home
"wife battering" and the victims of this
kind of abuse "battered women."
How does violence amongst lesbians
compare to heterosexual domestic
. violence? First, lesbian violence has no
support in or outside the lesbian community. Second, though violence occurs between lesbians there is no evidence to indicate that is so widespread that it should
be considered an endemic problem within
the lesbian community. (Piscuskas and
Cousin's inference, that ."Lesbian battering is not necessarily Jess prevalent than
heterosexual abuse" is , iµ the absence of
supporting evidence, quite irresponsible.)
Third, most incidents of lesbian violence
do not conform to the "cycle of violence "
syndrome characteristic of domestic
violence (i.e . the violence was not a part
of an ongoing campaign of intimidation ,
the abuse did not escalatae in severity ,
etc.) .
There are other major differences between heterosexual and lesbian couples that
have a bearing on this question. The difference in physical strength between
women is considerably less than that which
usually exists between men and women ,
therefore women are not as physically
vulnerable in lesbian relationships . In addition, almost all lesbians of working age,
with or without children, are employed and
thus have independent incomes which give
them greater mobility than non-working
wives/mothers in heterosexual relationships. Further, huge inequalities of income
and resources are not as frequently found
between lesbians as between heterosexual
couples (this fact makes leaving an abusive
relationship particularly difficult . for
mothers). And of course a lesbian's place

in society rarely depends on the status of
her relationship (more often , the reverse
is true) , as is frequently the case in
heterosexual relationships.
Given those differences it is a distortion
of the truth to imply parity in the nature
of lesbian and heterosexual violence. It is
particularly misleading to use the term
" lesbian battering ." This suggests that
violence is endemic to lesbian relationships, which , in my experience of twenty
years in the lesbian community , is simply
not the case .
Am I saying that violence does not exist
between lesbians? No, no , no! Nor am I
saying that incidents of extreme abuse have
not occurred between lesbians , nor that,
on occasion, the pattern of abuse has not
clearly mimicked the heterosexual model.
We live in a society where violence has
always been one of the preferred means for
individuals and groups to assert power
over .o thers, or, a means for individuals in
attempting to redress power and imbalances. Many lesbians have experienced violence as children and/or as adults.
Though less violent than men, women are
not non-violent. Some lesbians are violent,
how many and how violent we just do not
know. Even though violence is generally
anathema to the lesbian community
(proof of which being that a disproportionate number ofus have been actively involved in the domestic violence movement), it does exist.
We do need to talk about violence
amongst lesbians. We do need statistics to
understand the nature and dimensions of
lesbian violence: But please, let us get our
terms right and speak of our problem in
a more measured way. We could also
benefit from ceasing to analyze violence
between lesbians in terms of a model of
pathological behavior that just does not fit
in major ways.
As a further argument for this approach
it is worth noting that the statistics on
domestic violence indicate that about five
percent of victims are men. Given the
societal skepticism for the "maleness" of
a man beaten t v a woman, we can assume
that is an accurate or low figure. That the
victims of vic1ence are men in no way .
lessens the injury. However, we do not
speak of "husband battering" because it
is a relatively infrequent occurence and has
no societal support. For the same reason,
though children are occasionally guilty of
extreme cruelty to other children, we do
not speak of "children battering" etc.
What should the role of the lesbian community be in relation to violence? First we
must insist that our local domestic violence
organizations extend their complete range
of services to lesbians . We must begin to
speak about our experiences of violence in
order to ascertain how prevalent the problem is and how our experience of violence
relates to existing models of intra-couple
violence. We must aid our abused sisters .
If they fear for their own safety or for the
security of their property , we should encourage them to get police protection to
supplement whatever security we can give
them ourselves. In the same spirit we must
not shun the initiator of violence, not at
least until we have heard their story or they
have proved their recalcitrance . As to any
further community action - Dyke Peace
Patrols or the like (the intervention of non
related third parties) - we do not need
such militant virtue. We all have a right
to privacy, Hardwick v. Bowers notwithstanding . The time to help is on request or on exposure. Otherwise such interference is of a highly questionable
nature .
Surely, it could be argued, the fact that
the National Coalition Against Domestic
Violence is holding a conference on " les-

bian battering"--means that it must be a
serious problem. Well, yes and no . True,
it is a serious problem , even if, in my experience and those of my friends , it is not
a frequent occurrence. Howev.er there is
another issue that comes into play here , an
old; old story for lesbian/feminist activists .
Lesbians were the single greatest resource
of battered women in getting their movement off the ground , bar none. For reasons
of the .''greater good' ' we maintained a low
profile. The extent of our contribution is
not widely known to people outside the
movement. Nevertheless lesbians now encounter discrimination and a lack of support for our issues within the movement.
Last year in Maine we were betrayed by
the statewide coalition of shelters who ,
with thr~e honorable exceptions (Augusta,
Portland and the Mid-Coast) , refused to
support our gay civil rights bill. It is hardly
to be wondered that lesbians have decided
the time has come to prioritize lesbian
issues and essentially force the question of
lesbian rights within the movement which
they helped build. Given the ethics of the
domestic violence movement, the victim
is always right, acting on behalf of battered
lesbians is the surest way of accomplishing
this end . My fear is that lesbians may feel
a need to justify such an allocation of time
and resources by the inflation of the problem (not in gravity, but in incidence). This,
by the way, is pure speculation, I am no
longer active in the domestic violence
movement.
Battered women and incest survivors
have by their extraordinary courage and effective work been greatly honored, even
sanctified, in the role of victim/survivor
within the domestic violence movement.
They are, considered as vi~tually the sole
source of authority on the nature of
domestic violence. This is largely as it
should be. Politically this allocation of
almost total authority has also proven an
effective strategy in preempting the professional takeover of the movement.
However this attitude to victim/survivors
has also had unfortunate consequences.
The automatic respect and authority that
survival confers tempts other women
within the movement, who have not
triumphed over these experiences, to see
their own lesser trials in the same light. A
notable example of this syndrome is the
broadening of the co~cept of sexual abuse
to include the withholding , of sex
(Piscuskas and Cousin). However painful,
the withholding of sex is an issue of con, trol and manipulation or' simple disinclination, not sexual abuse.
A further more grievous consequence is
the reification of survivors in the role of
victims. They are seen·as forever different
from normal women in that they are considered to be irreversibly,damaged by their
unfortunate experience. They are treated
as less than peers, or·as saints, or as mental incompetents, in that their opinions on
abuse must never be challenged . For example , in the course of writing this article
I questioned a woman in the movement
about including the withholding of sex in
the definition of sexual abuse . Her reply
was that this definition had come from a
battered lesbian and therefore could hardly be questioned . This attitude is profoundly disrespectful and destructive to survivors . It is also profoundly destructive to
the movement . .
In speaking with friends who had experienced some level of violence in relationships we came up with a couple of surprising realizations . First , in our experience , the violence has been initiated by
the least powerful partner, usually she who
was the least verbally able (for reasons of
nature or privilege or both). Again a
distinct difference from the heterosexual

domestic violence model where the initiator of violence is usually the most
powerful person. Second, we agreed that
a single incident of violence is not .
necessarily indicative of an abuse relationship, not unless it is part of an ongoing
campaign of intimidation. (Many limits are
tested in the course of relationships. We
all have our moments of insanity when we
do things we wiJI forever regret and never
repeat.) Third, there was no pattern in any
of our experiences that corresponded to the
escalating "cycle of violence" theory of
domestic violence. Of course , we may be
a statistical minority. The problem is we
just don't know and until we have reliable
statistics it is hazardous to speculate.
One of the main hazards is that those less
familiar with the complexity of this issue ,
both gays and straights, will assume , on
hearing the term '' lesbian battering,'' that
battering is characteristic of the lesbian
community or at least a widespread problem. Homophobia needs no such reinforcement. Let us not forget that not many
months ago we had to fight a tremendous
political battle to retain our rights to be
considered as foster parents. Again, let me
. repeat that I am not advocating silence or
denial, no reputation would be worth that
price, just reasonable caution. To put it as
plainly as possible, and it really pains me
to feel I have to reach outside our concerns
to make this point, what would you think
of the wisdom of calling the investigation
of incidents of violence within the Black
or Jewish communities "Black battering"
or "Jewish battering"?
In conclusim, '"'' ,ne admit that this is a
very brief survey of very complex issue.
The question of violence beween people
who are essenti~ peers requires much
deeper analysis than it has received to date,
here or elsewhere. In addition to feelings
and experiences , we must bring some
moral and intellectual rigor to bear on this
problem. One piece of the puzzle in particular needs to be clarified and that is the
question of what constitutes significant
(i .e . pathological) abuse? Abuse exists on
a continuum from passive aggressive
behavior to murder . When is the line
crossed? How relevant are intent, frequency , context, to this question?
I am happy to pass on the torch .
NOTES
1. Anastasia Toufexis , '.'Home is where the Hurt
ls", Time, December 21, 19.87, p. 68.
2 .. lbid.

Party Caucuses
in Eate February
by Fred Berger
Maine's gay men and lesbians will have
a chance to influence their party's choice
for president at party caucuses held
throughout the state on ffie last weekend
in February . At these meetings, participants will register their Presidential
candidate preferences as they begin the
process of electing delegates to the national
convention next summer.
Although Maine has not received much
national attention, the Democratic caucuses
on Sunday, February 28, will be only the
third test of candidates' strength, coming
after the Iowa and New Hampshire votes
but before the March 8 ' 'Super Tuesday''
contests . The Maine Republican party
caucuses, held at various times during the
weekend of February 26-28, will have less
national significance because (as of midJanuary) party leaders have chosen not to
tally Presidential preferences until several
weeks after their caucuses.
The main pupose of the ·February
caucuses, held in every Maine town, is to
elect delegates to the state party conventions in the spring. In Presidential election
years these delegates are chosen on the
basis of their preference of Presidential
candidates. The somewhat complicated but
understandable process begins with the
respective state parties determining, on the
basis of the number of voters in each party, how many delegates each town - or .
each precinct within larger cities - will
be allocated. From there the process varies
for the Democratic and Republican parties.
First the Democrats. Each town, or each
precinct within a city, meets separately on
caucus day . The meeting's chair announces
how many delegates the group is entitled
to and then asks those present to indicate
their choice of Presidential candidate ,
usually by physically moving to different
sections of the room. Caucus members will
choose .among the seven declared candidates or they can choose to remain uncommitted. The next step is to determine
how many of the allotted delegates will go
to each candidate.
An example: Say there are 100 people
present in a meeting and the group h11s
been allocated 10 delegates. In this case it
will be necessary for.a candidate to rece;ve

ten votes before he would be entitled to a
on the number of Republican voters in that
town. In the Republican caucuses pardelegate. When the vote is taken, twenty
people select Dukakis, 20 Hart, 10
ticipants will vote directly for the delegates
they wish to send to the state convention.
Jackson, 10 Simon, and 40 are uncommitThey will be given a list of, for example ,
ted . So Dukakis and Hart will get two
200 nominees from which they are to
· delegates each, Simon and Jackson will get
choose 80. Although the ballot itself will
one each, and four delegates will · be
not list each nominee's Presidential
uncommitteo.
Of course, this example is too simple.
preference, caucus participants will
previously have been given lists prepared
What if the vote were 23 for Dukakis, 16
for Hart, 11 for Jackson, 11 for Simon,
· by the Presidential candidates' organiza9 for Babbitt, 7 for Gephardt, 3 for Gore,
tions indicating which nominees support
and 20 uncommitted? In this case none of
their candidate. Caucus participants can
the candidates with less than ten votes is
choose to vote for a candidate's slate or can
entitled to a delegate. A second vote must _
vote for nominees representing a variety
be taken. The voters in the groups of less
~f can~idates. The winners will go to the ·
than ten must realign themselves. At this
point some arm twisting and vocal politicking may take place as the smaller groups
seek to get enough support to qualify for
one delegate position and the.larger groups
seek to add to their total. Several votes
may be necessary before the process is
complete.
Once the number of delegates for each
parties to teach people. about the caucus
candidate is determined, the preference
process.
They have organized a series of
groups elect that number of delegates and
by Fred Berger
parties during February where represenalternates to the state convention. By
, _ tatives will explain how a caucus works
Democratic state party rules, there must
The Maine Democratic Party, in an efand guests will role-play the process. Barb
be an equal number of men and women
fort to include minorities in the party's
Wood hopes that these events will make
delegates· and alternates elected. These
delegate selection process, has developed
the actual caucuses "less intimidating"
people will meet at the state convention in
an affirmative action plan to do outreach
particularly to first-time participanJs .
Portland on May 12-15 to participate in the
to lesbians and gay men, elderly people,
Anyone interested in hosting or attending
selection of delegates to the national
youth, racial minorities, and other groups.
a caucus party can call Barb at 871-1555 .
convention.
The ultimate purpose of the affirmative
(Portland). MLGPA will also run a caucus
The delegate selection process for the
action program is to have the Maine
training session at its annual meeting in
state Republican party convention is
delegation to the national convention as
Augusta on February 6.
somewhat simpler. Again, each town will
reflective as possible of each group's proMLGPA President Dale McCormick
have been allocated a predetermined
portion in Maine's population .
says that she "strongly urges" gay and lesnumber of dele!@te~ to be elected, base_d
An affirmative action committee chaired
Republican convention m Bangor Apnl
bian people to run as delegates to both the
by Jean Chalmers of Rockland is made up
15-16 where they will elect delegates to the ·
· state and national conventions. McCorof Barbara Wood , lesbian; Priscilla Attean,
national convention.
mick, who was an openly lesbian delegate
Native American; Dan Hickey , elderly;
To participate in a caucus one must be ·
from Maine to the 1984 Democratic NaBrenda Humphrey , black; Alice Kehoe ,
a registered voter of the respective party.
tional Convention, will again be seeking
low income; and Robert Philbrooke ,
It is possible to register" on caucus day. The
a
delegate slot and hopes that Maine will
handicapped. In the committe' s only
location of each town's caucus will be
have two or three openly gay or lesbian
meeting (as of mid-January), they dispublished in local newspapers in middelegates as part of its 27-member delegacussed ways to reach minority comFebruary or one can call Democratic
tion . In fact, the Democratic Party affirmunities with information on how to parParty state headquarters at 622-6233 or
mative action plan, using the Kinsey
ticipate in the delegate selection process .
Republican headquarters at 622-6247 to get
estimate that ten percent of the population
They devised a list of organizations and
that information. The Portland Democratic
is homosexual, sets three gay or lesbian
media which could reach the various
caucuses will be February 28 probably at
delegates as its goal. McCormick intends
minority communitites.
Deering High School at 1:00 p.m. The
to run as an uncommitted delegate to the
The committee designated Our Paper
Poi:dand Republican party caucus will be
state convention and urges other gay men
and the Maine Lesbian/Gay Political
held Friday, February 26 at 7:00 p.m. at
and lesbians to consider doing the same
Alliance as resources to reach the gay and
Longfellow Elementary School on Stevens
lesbian community. MLGPA plans to use -· thing. She believes an uncommitted
Avenue.
delegate on the state or national level will
mailings, leafletting, and caucus-training
have additional leverage to influence the
candidate selection process.
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Legislative Preview
'"fhey Call It Legitimate Concern
MLGPA Fights for Equal Benefits
by Robert Mersky
The Maine Lesbian and Gay Political
Alliance (MLGPA) has ·helpedto draw up
and will lobby for a bill which would grant
equal survivor benefits to all beneficiaries
of state employees during this winter 's
Legislative session .
Presently, only parents, legally married
spouses, or children of state employees are
eligible for full survivor benefits , whereas
brothers, sisters, friends , and same-sex
partners are denied the same benefits. This
latter group receives only half of what the
former group receives if named as
beneficiaries.
The bill , LD #1947 , is being introduced
to the Maine Legislature for the first time.
It will first find its way to a hearing of the
Commission on Aging and Retirement ,
followed by that Commission's recommendation of " ought to pass" or " ought not
to pass . " The bill would then move to the
Senate, the House , and , if approved ,
would become law.
Prime sponsor of the bill is Nancy Clark,
a senator from Freeport. Clark and Representative Dan Hickey of Augusta, a cosponsor, are both members of the Committee on Aging and Retirement. House
Minority Leader John Diamond and
Speaker of the House John Martin are the
other sponsors.
Dale McCormick, President of the
Maine Lesbian and Gay Political Alliance
(MLGPA) believes that this bill represents
a broadening of issues for lesbian and gay

politics . She said this bill is important
because it will contribute to an understanding and protection of all relationships.
McCormick also proudly points out that
for the first time ever, the Women's
Legislative Agenda Coalition (WLAC) has
unanimously endorsed a pro-gay initiative.
In the past, WLAC , a consortium of 23
progres sive organizations such as
MLGPA , the National Organization for
Women , the Maine State Employee's
Association, and the Maine Women's Lobby , has been plagued by one lone holdout
- the Maine Business and Professional
Women .
Opposition to the bill could come from
those who believe it will cost the state
money . But McCormick, who e.xpects the
money issue to become the bill 's major objection, believes the objection can be over- ·
come because the state now assumes that
a parent, spouse or child will be named as
beneficiary. In other words, state matching
fu?ds would not be increased , but merely
shifted to a beneficiary of the state
employee's choice.
lapser Wyman's Maine Christian Civic
League was named by McCormick and
Sadhbh Neilan, a member of MLGPA ' s
1:,egislative Committee, as the group most
likely to mount any organized oppostition
to LD #1947. However, when asked if she
thinks the bill will become law Neilan
said, "We' re not expecting mu.ch trouble
·
on .this one."

I work for/with incest survivors . In four
short years the organization I serve has
provided a variety of non-traditional programs for thousands of incest survivors
and service providers in 44 states and four
other countries. We've earned excellent
credibility and acceptance from liberal and
conservative sectors alike. We keep growing, changing, working hard to be the best
we possibly can.
Of course, our greatest challenge is
money . It's hard to come by . Especially
around the incest issue. Nevertheless
we' re getting better at the money gam'e'.
too. Fundraisers and donation solicitation
and grants and more grants. I write grants
in my sleep. I play the foundation game
fairly well. I pride myself in writing good
proposals. I'm excellent at anticipating all
those common, legitimate concerns raised
by foundation trustees. I try to understand
their side of things as well as my own.
So , when I received a letter from one of
the foundations that granted us a small
award, and the letter said their board had
some concerns the director wanted to
discuss with me, I didn't think twice about
picking up the phone and askins the director what she wanted to discuss. The concern turned out to be that one of the board
members had heard that our workshops
were led by " militant, men-hating lesbians,'' and we might negatively influence
participants.
I was livid. It wasn't the first time the
issue had been raised with us in connection with funding . I feel as though I

handled it well. I was sophisticated and
furious . I pointed out the homophobic
aspect of the ' 'concern.' ' I re-clarified our
philosophy of supporting each individual ' s
life choices, etc. I told her that of course
there were lesbians in our organization;
that wasn't the point.
The director was quick to say that she
didn't have a problem with the issue, but
it had been raised by someone who is
" pretty high up in state government. "
And , especially if we were working with
adolescents , she felt it was a " legitimate
concern. "
My diplomatic cool was slipping rapidly. I told her it wasn 't a legitimate concern
when we remember that the vast majority
of all sex offenders are heterosexual men .
That's the kind of influence we should be
worried about.
Even though I felt good about not shirking the issue, I hung up the phone with a
bitter taste in my mouth. It was a taste
frosted with fear . So what if I had
managed to hang· onto a .couple thousand
dollars? So what if I did so and still verbally defended my personal sense of
morality and the integrity of the organization? I had been firmly and powerfully
reminded that at any moment in time the
ultimate control of the work we do (the
funding) can be . based on violent,
dangerous , bigotry .

Gayle M. Woodsum
Mt. Vernon, Maine'
December 14, 1987

WE ~TER TO WOMEN BUT WELCOME ALL!
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WLAC Initiates Family Legislation

•

N .
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by Robert Mersky
Saying less than 6 percent of Maine
families are now of the traditional nuclear
variety, Joanne D' Archangelo, lobbyist for
the Maine Women' s Lobby, feels Maine' s
public policies are now out of step with real
demands and realities of today ' s types of
families .
The Maine Women's Lobby, together
with the Women's Legislative Agenda
Coalition (WLAC) has proposed a host of
bills which would drastically change the
nature of how Maine views its families .
The cornerstone of WLAC ' s agenda for
the L~gislature is LD#l984 , the Family
Medical Leave Act. Under this bill, male
and female employees of Maine companies
employing IO or more workers would be
eligible for up to 18 weeks of unpaid leave
over a period of 2 years upon the birth or
adoption of a child. The leave would also
be available upon serious illness of a child ,
parent, spouse or other dependent adult.
Approximately 80 percent of Maine
businesses would be affected by this
change.

Other bills which will come before the
Legislature would:
• appropriate $2 .8 million to the University of Maine System to initiate comparable pay for job classifications
• increase the state's minimum wage by
20C by January 1990
• provide child care services for children
of mothers who are participating in longterm alcohol treatment programs
• strike gender-based language from
Maine' s Constitution
• expand Medicaid for the elderly and low
income
• provide a one-time housing allowance for
AFDC recipients
• index AFDC benefits to the cost of living
Many individuals and groups will be lobbying intensively over the coming weeks
to change the policies affecting Maine's
families whether they be traditional , single
parents, or same-sex couples.

HIV ANTIBODY COUNSELING & TESTING
Voluntary ~ Anonymous - Low Cost
The AIDS Project offers trained counselors to answer your questions and
address your concerns · about possible infection with th~ Human
Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). To schedule a counseling session call:
774-6877 daily between 9-2; 1-3; Monday & Wednesday eves between 6-9
p.m. Saturday from 10-1 . Note: Counseling & testing is by appointment
only.
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Why Can't Sharon Kowalski
Come Home? ·
by Kathy Holzer

Karen Thompson, a professor at St.
Cloud State University and political activist, recently spoke to several Maine audiences about her continuing fight to gain
legal custody of her brain-injured lover
Sharon Kowalski. Sharon is now living in
a nursing home in Minnesota, and is disallowed visits from her friends, from the
Minnesota Civil liberties Union (MCLU),
from her court-appointed attorney' and
from Karen. Karen believes that it is _in
Sharon's best interest to live in the home
the two women bought together. and shared
prior to a 1983 accident which ultimately
separated them against both their wishes ..

* **
Why can't Sharon come home? This is
the question Karen Thompson has been
asking audiences across the country to
think about. For Thompson, this question
was the beginning of a process of becoming politicized. It was the first step in an
intense questioning which has changed her,
in four years, from an extremely apolitical
and closeted lesbian to an outspoken
lesbian-feminist willing to take on ''the
system'' to protect the rights of her lover.
This fight now takes the shape of a long
and painful legal battle and a tight schedule
of speaking engagements from California
to Maine. Karen is trying to bring Sharon
home, fighting for their right to continue.
a committed, loving relationship.
· The two women had been lovers for four
years, had bought a house together and exchanged rings, had taken out $50,000 life
insurance policies naming each other as
beneficiary. Sharon and Karen were as
·married as two women can get in Minnesota in the 1980s. They considered
themselves partners for life. On November 13, 1983, Sharon was involved in an
automobile accident caused by a drunk
driver , and she sustained severe head injuries which left her quadriplegic and in
a coma for five months. Karen says·that
on the night of the accident she got her first
inkling of the hell they faced ; she spent two
hours trying to find out if Sharon was dead
or alive. No one at the hospital would talk
to her because, as she says, "I was not
family, that nice nuclear family that our
ethnocentric culture reinforces."
Once Karen got in to see Sharon she
began to function as a therapist. All of
Karen's professional training has prepared
her to work effectively with a person with
Sharon' s injuries. She has had courses in
physical and occupational therapy , she
worked in a hospital as part of an undergraduate program, her Phd . dissertation
was in the area of psychology of sport and
motivation for learning. She has been a
coach at St. Cloud State University since
1974 and is more than familiar with principles of physical fitness, particularly the
necessity of maintaining flexibility which
is crucial for brain-injured patients. Not
only is she qualified in all of these ways
to work with Sharon, but she is Sharon' s
lover and it has been documented since the
accident that Sharon responds to no other therapists as well as she responds to Karen.
As Karen worked with her, Sharon came
out of the coma despite predictions to the
contrary. Karen ~pent hours with her
stretching our her hands , her fingers , her
legs, her feet , in hopes that someday she
would regain use of them. They made
great progress together for eight months ,
as Sharon' s parents Donald and Della
Kowalski grew increasingly uncomfortable
with Karen' s obvious commitment. It is
documented on videotape that during this
period Sharon regained the ability to communicate. via a typewriter and hand

signals. She learned to wash her face ,
comb her hair, brush her teeth. It was
documented that she could read a paragraph forty-two words in length and
answer with 100 pernent accuracy questions on that paragraph. It is agreed among
medical experts that the first two to three
years following this type of injury are the
most important period for recovering use
of those damaged brain cells which are
retrainable. In the St. Cloud area hospital
where Sharon was initially placed, maximum advantage was_taken of this period
of retrainability.
Around this time Karen decided, on the
advice of a psychologist, that it was best
for Sharon's parents to understand the true
extent of the relationship. She wrote them
a letter corning out to th~m and explaining that she and their daughter had been
lovers for four years prior to the accident.
The Kowalskis response was a phone call
telling her she was a sick, crazy person and
there was no way the lesbian relationship
had ever existed. They then began an effort to move Sharon from the St. Cloud,
which was well-suited to her needs,' to a
hospital closer to their home. Karen spoke
with a lawyer and discovered that the only way she could hope to prevent a change
of location which she saw as detrimental
to Sharon's continued recovery was to file
for guardianship. Thus began the legal
battle.
Karen was afraid she would lose her job
if the guardianship case became publicized and her sexuality was revealed.
After she filed for guardianship she decided for this reason to settle out of court.
The settlement, in April of 1984, appointed
Donald Kowalski Sharon's legal guardian
but stipulated that Karen was to have equal
access to visitation and medical affairs, and
that Sharon could not be moved from the
St. Cloud area without mutual consent of
Karen.and the Kowalskis. Karen says she
really didn't care who was guardian, as
long as Sharon's rights were protected.
From the day of the settlement on, Karen
and her lawyers were in and out of court
every four weeks or so as Donald Kowalski tried to remove her visitation rights and
to win the right to move his daughter from
St. Cloud. By October, Sharon was
moved to a maintenance-only nursing
home in Duluth, a three hour drive from
St. Cloud. Karen believes this was partially
an attempt to discourage her from trying
to see her lover. But Karen made that six
hour round-trip drive an average of five
days a week for the next nine months in
order to continue working with Sharon .
During that nine months , Sharon's condition deteriorated for no necessary medical
reason; the.quality of her care was simply
inferior.
At the nursing home they began to feed
Sharon through a tube, despite proof that
she had been learning to feed herself and
could swallow. Through nothing more than
a simple lack of stretching, her condition
reached a point where her feet could no
_longer move to a ninety degree angle to
make contact with the floor, and instead
of a one-person pivot transfer she now had
to be moved from bed to wheelchair and
wheelchair to bed with a two-person carry
, transfer . She asked Karen via typewriter
to take her home with her , to " get me out
of here. ' ' Every day that Sharon spends in
that institution she is being condemned to
a '.esser quality of life for a lifetime. Time
is precious in this case. Sharon is still
there.
•
In July of 1985 the courts ruled that the
conflict between Karen Thompson and the
Kowalskis was detrimental to Sharon's

health , and Donald Kowalski was given
full power over Sharon. Within 24 hours
he decided that Karen would never see her
lover again.
Karen told a University of Southern
. Maine audience in December that she has
learned the answer to many of her questions in the past four years . She has
discovered the meaning of discrimination
and seen through the myth of ''justice for
all " which Americans love to believe; " I
had a crash course in learning to understand this rich, white, heterosexual , ablebodied, Christian, male system, this
· system that oppresses anyone who is different. And now I understand why
Sharon can't come home, and intellectually
that probably has saved me. It keeps me
out here fighting this case. But it doesn 't
~top the pain. "
Since July of 1985 Sharon' s father has
disallowed her visits from any of her
friends, from her court-appointed attorney,
from disability rights organizations, from
the MCLU, and from Karen. In order t9
see Sharon you now must be on Donald
Kowalski's visitors list. It was reported by
one friend who did manage to get in to see
Sharon that Sharon has been told nothing ·
of the continuing court battles, that she
didn't understand why Karen hadn't come
to see her, that she thought Karen had left
her and didn't love her anymore. This is
appalling. If this had been a married
heterosexual couple there is no question
that this separation would ~ever have
occurred.
There are a number of ways in which
discrimination has affected this case. _Karen
lists sexism, handicapism, and homophobia as the three oppressions Sharon has
suffered from most. The most blatant way
in which her rights have been violated is
the fact that Sharon has never been tested
for competency. She was declared incompetent while in a coma and, despite the
fact that Donald Kowalski is required by
both Minnesota law and the conditions of
.his guardianship to have her tested on at
least an annual basis, she has not been
tested since that time. Karen has filed yet
again for a competency hearing, which has
just been postponed until February 5,
wasting more precious time. The grounds
for this postponement is the contention by
attorney Jack Fena that a competency hearing would damage Sharon's case in an
ongoing personal injury suit against the
drunk driver who caused Sharon's accident
and the bar which served him to the point
of inebriation.
Another blatantly unethical maneuver in
this case is the fact that Jack Fena
represents Sharon in the personal injury
suit and the Kowalskis in the guardianship
case. This is an obvious conflict of interest,
and yet he has been allowed by the courts
to function in both of these capacities.
Sharon has never been allowed in the courtroom while her future was being determined, despite the fact that there is no
medical reason why she could not be present. This too is unusual in a case involving a disabled person. Karen believes that
Sharon has been kept out of the courtroom
so that those making decisions involving
her life would not have to deal with her
as a person. Sharon's rights as a patient
in an institution are theoretically protected
by the Minnesota patient bill of rights ; she
is to have the right to visitors of choice . .
But in this case the patient bill of rights has
been violated as well.

This is one of the most danger~us
precedents being set by the Thompson v.
Kowalski case. Not only has Sharon qever
been tested , not only has she been institutionalized anyway ' but her rights as a patient in that institution have been stripped
away. The court ruled that the patient bill
of rights could impose duties on institutions
but not on guardians. Virtually every person in an institution has a guardian, and
if this precedent is not removed , each of
those guardians could refer to the Thompson v. Kowalski precedents to justify
assuming complete power over their ward.
Could this possibly be the intent of the
Minnesota patient bill of rights? ·
Sharon has been and is being denied her
basic human right to recovery. She was
making good progress toward regaining
capability and the court allowed her to be
moved to a nursing home where her progress has not only halted, but reversed . Is
Sharon's guardian truly acting in her best
interest as specified by law? And if not,
why has he not been removed from that
position? Karen· Thompson has taken her
case through Minnesota State District
Court, Minnesota State Appellate Court,
and Minnesota State Supreme· Court in an
effort to protect Sharon's right to recovery,
her right to highest quality oflife, her right
to input into decisions involving her own
future if she is capable of such input. The
MCLU has taken the case all the way to
the United States Supreme Court which
refused to hear the case in March of 1986.
Something is wrong with a system that
allows one individual to remove the rights
of another. Karen Thompson is challenging this system.
In the meanwhile she urges people, particularly lesbian and gay couples, to protect themselves. She urged audiences to
come out over Christmas dinner, to come
out to groups of people so that there could
be no distortion. She said she finally real~
ized, as a result of this case, that as long
as she was invisible she was vulnerable.
She also explained that in most states there
exists some form of legal document which
effectively names the person one would
wish to act as one's guardian in the event
this became necessary; such documents are
called Durable Power of Attorney , or-Living Wills. She urges gay couples to protect themselves from the sort of tragedy she
is living, to come out and to fill out durable
power of attorney so that they can never ,
be separated as she and Sharon have been
seoarate(f.

***
rostscript: Karen's legal expenses to
date have been over $100,000, much of
which has been paid by contributions to
the Karen Thompson Legal Fund, c/o
Julie Andrzejewski, 32495 County Rd.
#1, St. Cloud MN 56301. All donations
are greatly appreciated. Anyone interested in donating time and energy instead, or anyone wanting more information is invited to contact the Maine Free
· Sharon Kowalski Committee which is in
formation now. The contact for that
group is Kim Surkan, MU 555, Bowdoin
College, Brunswick ME 04011, phone

#729-1288.
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The New Protection From
Harassment Law
by Star

As of September 29, 1987 there is a new
law on the Maine books, which will govern
complaints of harassment for those of us
who feel we are being unjustly harassed
on a repeated basis.
According to _page one of the statute:
' ' Harassment means any repeated act of intimidation, harassment, physical force or
threat of physical force whether or not perfonned under color of law, directed against
any person, family or their property or advocate with the intention of causing fear
or intimidation or to deter free exercise or
enjoyment of any rights or privileges
secured by the Constitution of Maine and
the United States Constitution ." It is important to note that this is not a gay civil
rights-related law , since gay persons are
not yet protected under the Maine civil
rights legislation.
Obtaining an order for protection from
harassment is similar to obtaining a protection from abuse order (which.is generally used when relatives, especially spouses ,
of the plaintiff act or threaten to act with
intention to hann). There are different
legal remedies for obtaining relief from
harassment , and a distinction needs to be
made between the filing of criminal
charges , as in cases of assault and battery ,
for example, and the civil process now
available under the protection from harassment law.
If one is a victim of repeated harassment, as defined by the law , (and whether
it is against your sexual orientation or not) ,
one can request protection by filing cease
harassment papers at the local district court
(or sometimes in Superior Court). Processing is -fairly simple and this matter can
usually be taken care of without the need
for legal representation. There is, however, a book available on how to get a protection from abuse order without a lawyer,
which can be referred to since the process
described is similar to the protection from
harassment process. The book is available
at most courts, libraries, police departments, and Bookland bookstores.
In most cases when you have been
harassed, you Will go to court to obtain a

temporary or emergency order for protection from harassment. Within twenty-one
days of the date you obtain your temporary
order, a hearing will be held for the purpose of granting you a final order for protection. The harasser has a right to attend
the final hearing. In fact , the harasser can
request a modification or dissolution of the
temporary order issued before the final
hearing date, by simply asking the court
for an immediate hearing date and giving
you two days notice.
The section called Relief states that '' The
court, after a hearing and upon finding that
the defendant has committed the harassment alleged, may grant any protection
order or approve any consent agreement
to bring about a cessation of harassment , . .. (which) shall be for a fixed period
not to exceed one yea:r. ' ' Violation of the
order by the defendant constitutes a Class
D crime, or misdemeanor; repeated violation of the order can result in immediate
arrest with criminal penalties. The court
can also order the defendant to stay away
from your property, pay you for any
monetary losses suffered as a direct result
of the harassment , and any other orders
necessary to protect you.
Due largely to the dedicated work of gay
and lesbian activists , we now have a legal
means of securing protection from harassment and threats on any grounds. Not only do we as citizens deserve such protection, but as gay persons we desperately
need protection from violence due to
homophobic ignoran~e as well. According
to the statute, "Each law enforcement
agency shall report all incidences of
harassment as required by the State Bureau
of Identification .. . '' Honest utilization of
the cease harassment law and a willingness
to be frank about any such discrimination
will grant evidence of our need to be protected under the Maine civil rights legislation. We can now utilize the protection offered us_under basic human rights legislation such as the cease harassment law in
the hopeful acquisition of gay rights . We
deserve to be protected from abuse,
especially harassment due to homophobia,
and we have a possible means to get it. It's_
up to us to utilize it.
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At the Underground, Cindy Finckle played guitar.and sang on New Year's Eve.
Cindy plays contemporary songs and accompanies herself on the guitar. She is very
talented, and sang songs by Karla Bonoff, Joni Mitchell, James Taylor with many
other favorites. The Underground displaved excellent taste in asking her to
perform on such a lively occasion. We wish Cindy good luck and we liope to see
her in the future very soon. (By the way Cindy I gave Holly your card!)
-Peter L. Chandler

ANNOUNCEMENT

N~ Le:6.f ~ooks
438 Main St., Rockland, ME 04841

207/596-004d .

We specialize in books by and about women,, alternative_healtb care and spirituality.
See our new section of gay fiction
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 10-5·

There will be two programs on Civil
Rights and AIDS during February at the
University of Maine School of Law in
Portland.
On Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m. , there will be a
panel discussion entitled "Civil Liberties
and AIDS"sponsored by the Maine Civil
Liberties Union, the Maine Human
Rights Commission, the AIDS Project,
the Maine Health Foundation, the Maine
Lesbian/ Gay Political Alliance, and the
National Lawyers Guild. Panelists will be
William Rubenstein of the American
Civil Liberties Union's Gay Rights Project, Dr. Lani Graham, a public health
physician who heads the Maine Bureau
of Health, Cameron Duncan. a person
with AIDS , and Patricia Ryan, director

of the Maine Human Rights Commission.
The panel will be in the moot court
room at the law school, 246 Deering
Avenue. It is free and the public is
encouraged to attend.
On February 24 at noon a staff attorney
with the Lambda Legal Defense Fund
will discuss civil rights issues and AIDS,
also in the moot court room at the law
school.
David Barr, who works on AIDSrelated issues at Lambda, will be speaking
as part of the University convocational
program: "The Constitution: Roots,
Rights and Responsibilities."
The talk is open to all interested persons.
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REGIONAL REPORTS

I am looking forward though to attending the Feb. 12-14 Unitarian-Universalist
Convocation '88 at First Parish on Congress Street in Portland. It's not too late
to register either. Call the church for
details.
First Parish (Unitarian) in Kennebunk
has recently held two evening discussions
on homophobia. Very positive, knowing
people are willing to talk and,explore their
feelirigs .
If you live in the York County area and
know of a~y groups sponsoring activities
of interest I'd like to hear from you . I can
be r.eached at P.O. Box 451 , Kennebunkport ·04046 or by leaving a message at Our,
Paper. I don' t use my last name out of
deference to my daughter who, when she
heard about this column wanted to know
what I was going to change ·my name to!
She' s thirteen and life is hard enough at
that age .
So .. .did your thermometer break all
records during the last cold spell? Did a
child you know say something cute/smart/
embarrassing enough to print? Have you
visited someplace worth recommending?
Remember, for some of us this paper
may be a main (or only) link with the gay
community. And I'm convinced that it's
the little, day-to-day things that keep us going - especially this time of year!
For example: My friend C. and I were
listening the other night to the new radio
show that is replacing Garrison Keillor' s
Prairie Home Companion . C. 's friend has
recently moved distance away and he
misses him a lot. I had just remarked that
I missed hearing P.H.C. when C. replied ,
" Yea, well, what I really miss is a hairy
prone companion!"
Enough said . See you next time!

Notes From
Spinsterhaven
by Betsy, Washington County
December '87
My morning chores are done: clearing
the snow away from the door, emptying
the pee-pot, bringing in wood, feeding the
hens. It's 6:30 a.m., and the sky and landscape are still bluish-dark. Three inches of
snow fell during the night , enough to coat
the ground an<J color the evergreens . I'm
amazed by the moon this morning , full and
glowing, beige and silver, and just beginnil!g to set behind the trees . The early
morning: the few hours before I get caught
up in the busy-ness of job, errands, projects, and other people, is my favorite time
of day .
Spinsterhaven is my name for my home
of four years, and more recently home to
another lesbian feminist spinster, Mary
Lois, and various animals: Harriet the dog,
Izzie the cat, and nine hens . It is an open
hilly spot, with a little house and a tiny
house , circled by beaver ponds, fields ,
woods , and a salt water cove . The name
is a reflection of the shelter and deep ease
that I feel here and my delight and affinity
with the word spinster.
I've thought a lot about the word
spinster. I somersault it around in my head.
I enjoy the sound of it. It is one of the ways
I describe who I am.
According to the dictionaries of patriarchy, a spinster is "an unmarried woman
past the common age for marrying. " In
other words , a woman defines herself, or
is defined by others , in relation to men .
What a restricting and shallow interpretation of such a splendid·word! When I say
I am a spinster it is in celebration , not se\fabasement.
Mary Daly's definition of spinster is
much closer to how I feel: "A woman
whose occupation it is to spin, participates
in the whirling movement of creation, she
who has chosen her Self, who defines her
Self, by choice, neither in relation to
children nor to men, who is Self-identified,
is a spinster, a whirling dervish , spinning
in a new time/space. "
To call myself a spinster is an
acknowledgment of a life-long selfdefining impulse as clear and vigorous as
my love for women.

York County
Notebook
by Pat
8 a.m. , Jan. 12
Beautiful morning . Sun pouring in .
Somebody's string quartet on the radio .
Beside me as I write, " tea and oranges that
come all the way from China''· well
maybe California.
'
'
I've taken the day off from work and
have time to sit and write. Idle luxury of
letting random thoughts and bits of song
float through my mind . One of the cats is
curled asleep in a patch of sun . Over the
string quartet and Judy Collins lyrics I can
hear jays at the bird feeder .
Last week an envelope arrived in the
mail from MLGPA. It contained all the information I needed for a march on Washinton . Before I read the dates I thought ,
great , another march! - and then realized that by some fluke my packet had been
adrift for over three months , trapped in the
Sargasso Sea of the postal service . Goddess only knows why it chose early
January to arrive! Too bad too, I'd love
to do another march.
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Life in Central
Maine
Writing for publication is not that easy . .
In fact, the thought of writing for a lot of
people can be quite paralyzing for me-. The
first time I did this column I dealt with that
fear through mental gymnastics. I imagined that I had climbed to the top of the
state house dome , thereby obtaining a
perspective on gay life in central Maine not
normally available t~ me . That literally
out-of-body approach seemed to help.
This time , however, I am staying put,
but still escaping reality by conscious use
of denial . In what seems to me to be a
delightfully practical use of the years of
therapy it took to discover how good I was
at denial , I will now proceed to ignore the
reality of what I am engaged in here and
how hard it is. Instead, I will pretend I am
easily writing a friend what I would say
if I weren't so blocked.
I went dancing at the bar in Augusta last
Saturday . First time I'd been there in a
couple of years. It was great fun and I was
impressed with how nice it looked and felt
to be there. Of coui:se, being in love m~kes
everything sparkle for me these days , but,
objectively , I think that some very
pleasant changes have been made at Papa
Joe's over the past few years .
While I was at the bar, I was. thinking
about the importance of the bar for the gay
community in central Maine. It is the only such place that is totally available for
gay people for miles , especially to the
East, West, and North of Augusta. The on- .
ly other predominantly gay activities I
could think of in this area are an AA group
in Augusta, occasional contra dances and
the M.L.G.P.A. meetings which occur
here from time to time , like the annual
dinner corning up on February 6.

The bar is an important place for
meeting other gay people. Every time I
have been to the bar, I have run into
someone that I knew from work,. Until I
met them at the bar, I either hadn' t realized that they were gay too or hadn' t had
any way to connect with them. This time
was no different for me. I had a chance to
meet and speak with a woman I'd seen at
work nearly every day for the past few
years, but had never realized was a lesbian
and never said more than hello to. It felt
real good to make that connection.
We are everywhere, I know , but sometimes I forget. It shouldn't have been any
surprise to find that just the people I
talked to at the bar had come there from
Richmond , Winslow and the Camden/
Belfast areas, as well as areas in and
around Augusta. Gay life in central Maine
can involve a lot of driving to stay in touch
with friends and others in the gay community, as does living in this State
generally.
At the bar, I also talked with S. and D.
about what, if anything , might be unique
about the gay community in central Maine.
We concluded that given the nature of
employment opportunities in this area, the
gay community here may have a higher
proportion of government workers and
people working in the field of medicine
than in other parts of the State. Otherwise,
we couldn't come up with anything unusual about the gay community in the central part of the State.
Just using the phrase "gay community
in central Maine" feels wonderful , but
does make me think about what is the gay
community here . Except for the sorts of
ways I mentioned above, the gay community, as a whole, is not generally very
visible in central Maine. But we know who
we are and, increasingly, I think the group
functions that do take place here and statewide, most importantly Our Paper, are
creating a genuine feeling that we are a
" community" even though we are somewhat dispersed.

Queer News From
the Peninsula
by Lynnsey
W. Sedgwick, Me. - Finally, Xmas is
over and we survived. Hopefully, after this
latest trip to Ct. with T . , I have given up
on ever having a heartfelt holiday with my
family of origin. The expectation only
leads to disappointment. I know there are
many others out there who can relate. I
wish you the best in making a new definition of family and creating your own
home. Unfortunately , it's n.ot as easy ·as it
sounds for some, but possible. Definitely
possible . For me, one aspect of home is
the feeling I get once again returning to the
full moon gatherings in Dexter. Here there
is a feeling of respect for each woman
wherever she may be in her life, and an
ongoing building of community. The
WOMLAND Trust meeting , which began
from the gatherings, was another step
home. The Trust works to gain access to
land for women , who have been traditionally deprived of the opportunity to care
for a piece of this nourishing earth . It is
wonderful to watch the care of these
women in their process for obtaining their
goals. Thanks to Chris for her vision and
to T ., V. , L. , C., P., W., and A. for their
continued work on the Trust.
With the increasing light and the weight
of the " holidays" shed , there has been a
surge of activity in this area . Two Solstice
gatherings were held on the Island (not Mt.
Desert but Deer Isle) . Unfortunately inclement weather kept us at K. and F. 's but
we did make it to the huge bonfire at D.
and W. 's . We all spoke of having more
get-togethers this winter. I'm happy to see
this revitalization so close to home.
Our globe trotting farmer, R.K., will be
leaving soon for a month of travel to Peru! ,
Key West and NYC. Never knew farmers

were jet setters too! Couldn't happen to a
nicer guy. Have a great time!
I have to correct a mistake in last
month 's News. C. and G. do not live in
So . Blue Hill. They only get their mail
there. They actually live in No. Brooklin.
Love the Maine postal system. Sorry gals .
, They had the right idea for Xmas - a 48
/ hr. driving spree between family in Me.
and N.H. Short and sweet.
S.D. is back from another visit to the
south due to family difficulties , and was
able to have a quiet Xmas with MJ . MJ
seems to be weathering the storm at home
and work after calling on her friends C.,
H., and R. , who responded with chicken
soup and good humor. They all enjoyed the
Portland New Year's bash.
T. S. is honoring her carpentry skills as
she finishes the window and door trim of
her house and prepares to plaster the
downstairs. Soon after she will be able to
move the media center to the living room
and reclaim her bedroom. T . reports that
this is the first time in her life that she is
feeling like she has a place of her own, a
home that is safe and comfortable. A big
step for her. Congrats!
S.H . made a great suggestion at the last
D. E. A. N. : to hold a social/ educational
get-together for teenage gays and lesbians.
What a wonderful idea! I hope the planing is proceeding and look forward to helping . There were many new faces at this
meeting - it was great to see you all and
I look forward to getting to know you . It
was also good to see some folks we met
at the AIDS day , especially M. who has
two lesbian daughters. Welcome.
K.S. came back to the area to perform
in Blue Hill with B.M . The performance ,
of dance & poetry , was very powerful. It
was fun to have so many dykes at the Blue
Hill Town Hall , and we missed those who
couldn't attend . I look forward to more of
K. and B. 's collaborative work .
L. has moved to N. Ellsworth to live
with Sand J. This is working out well for
her. They. all went cross country skiing at
Sugarloaf and had a blast.
T. and I visited with H. in New Haven ,
Ct. She is moving through sofile rough
waters but seems to be making progress.
I hope her new job works out well .
The Orland-Bucksport gang is well
known for their festive gatherings. A preXmas breakfast at R. 's was delicious and
fun. Love those blintzes. A post-New
Year' s feast at the Crystal Palace was
filled with great food and lively conversa- ."
tion. R's story of the naming of her home
was a highlight and went like this : She had
a dream of a place in England, where she
saw young girls playing outside a school.
The school was named Crumble Sweat,
and the name stuck because, as R. said,
she almost crumbled under the sweat of
building her own home. She later had her
dream confirmed by a woman at a spiritual
gathering who was a channel for a spirit
named Delilah. Without any clues from
R., DeWah recounted R. 's dream in detail,
down to the name of the school which indeed did exist. For us believers, it was an
affirming tale. I was reminded of alternative ways , like dreaming, to help find
solutions to daily problems .
This is a time of year of mixed emotions.
The joy of winter's beauty and the returning light is countered by a sadness that
often remains unnamed. I look forward to
my inward turning during the cold months
and am fearful of what long hours of contemplation may reveal. But the time for
. writing and good conversation is a
welcome blessing that I thoroughly enjoy .
This holiday/winter season, I can't help
but think of Nancy Gentile who attended
the New Year 's festivities at Crumble
Sweat and the Crystal Palace last year, and
was killed in a car accident shortly after.
I share with R. and all Nancy's friends the
sadness at missing her, as well as the happiness at having known her. That 's the
queer news from W. Sedgwick, ME.

continued on page 17
01/R--PAPER , page,¥ "·

. . . . , . 1-

·· ·

~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .~.- - - ·
- -- -

Healthy Curiosity
• by R.J. Bass
Q: I haven 't had a physical exam in
years and I wonder if I should just have
a routine check•up. If I do, is there any
reason why I need to tell the doctor that
I'm gay?
A: The need for a routine medical exam depends on several factors, especially
your general health; your past history of
disease, surgery , or injury; your family's
.history of certain diseases and medical conditions; and your age. In the absence of an
actual health problem, a medical check-up
is considered a preventive health practice.
If you have a history of any chronic
disease ; or if you are concerned about a
current problem; or if you are at higher
risk for health problems due to your family's medical history or your age, it is a
very good idea to have check-ups at regular
intervals. The need for a medical exam and
the frequency of these exams will depend
on your risk factors. This decision should
be made by you and your health care
provider.
When you have a medical check-up, certain procedures are routinely performed.
These include an examination of your eyes
(with an opthalmoscope), ears (with an
otoscope), and mouth and throat checks for
the symptoms of glaucoma, diabetes , excessive spinal fluid , ear infections , hearing impairment, gum and tooth disease,
oral cancers , and throat infections .
Palpating (feeling or patting) the neck will
detect an enlarged thyroid gland or
growths on the thyro.id.
Using a stethoscope, the clinician will
listen to your lungs to make sure your
breathing is clear. Thumping on the back
or chest will check for fluids in your lungs,
a symptom of pneumonia. Your heartbeat
is listened to in order to check for heart
murmers or heart disease. The lymph
nodes in your armpits are felt to make sure
they aren't swollen or tender.
For women and older men, a check-up
will also include a breast exam.
The clinician will examine your abdomen by pressing it. Tenderness , pain,
or enlargement of the liver or spleen might
mean hepatitis, mononucleosis, appendicitis, or other illnesses. Problems with
narrowing- arteries can be detected by
listening to your abdomen with the
·
stethoscope.
Arms and legs may be checked for
reflexes. Poor reflexes can indicate
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neurological problems. Your feet can be
checked for reflex , sensation , and numbness. Swelling around the ankles would indicate possible · varicose veins , · heart
disease, kidney problems , or protein loss.
Examination of the feet may detect ingrown toenails or fungal infections, such
as athlete' s foot. Redness of the palms or
, fingers may mean liver damage, arthritis,
neurological problems, even alcoholism.
Your groin will be felt for swollen
lymph nodes.
Depending on your individual health
status (gender, age, personal and family
history, other risk factors) other procedures may be performed. A check-up for
men will include an examination of the
penis, checking it for lesions, feeling it for
tenderness, and milking it for discharge .
Men should have an exam of the testicles,
a cough test for a hernia of the testicles ,
and a rectal exam to check for prostate
gland disorders and various rectal problems (bleeding, warts, and other growths).
Women may receive a pelvic exam
which includes a visual exam of the vagina
and cervix (using a speculum), and palpation of the vaginal muscles and the uterus,
ovaries, and Fallopian tubes. Women may
also have a rectal exam to check for
bleeding, warts , growths, and rectoceles
(a type of rectal hernia). The pelvic exam
also includes a pap ·smear to detect cancer ·
of the cervix, and many health care pro- .,
viders perform tests for gonorrhea and
chlamydia · because women can harbor
these infections without having symptoms.
Older people may have other procedures
performed routinely. Checking the carotid
artery in the neck will help detect narrowing of the arteries . Stool smears check for
cancer of the colon. Older women are advised to have mammograms (X-rays of the
breasts) because women are at highest risk
for breast cancer between the ages of 40
and 50 .
If you ha,ve a family history of heaq
disease, your exam should include a test
for your blood's cholesterol levels. If you
have symptoms of diabetes or kidney
disease , your urine should be tested for
sugar, protein, and other substances .
Finally, it is a good idea for you to
discuss your sexuality with your health
care provider. In order to treat you as a
whole person and not just a collection of
body parts, test results, and symptoms,
your health care provider should have
some knowledge of your day to day life.
Some sexual activities place people at
higher or lower risk for certain protlems,
especially sexually transmitted viruses .
For lesbians, certain procedures that
relate to contraception, pregnancy , or in-
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fe~ility ,are sometun~s needlessly performed because the;:Jtealth care provider
?idn'! tea!ize that.~~~.~an W~S nothavmg sex with a man. Wlhle lesbians are at
statistically lower risk for STDs, some lesbians do have herpes, chlamydia, warts,
vaginitis, or other STDs, particularly if
they ever slept with men, so STD screening can be useful.
Statistically, gay men are at higher risk
for hepatitis B, syphilis, anal cancer, and
HIV infection ( which includes AIDS). In
the presence of certain symptoms or risk
factors , the physical exam for a gay man
should include liver function tests and
blood' :tests to screen for syphilis and
hepatitis B. HIV counseling (and possibly
the HIV antibody test) may be indicated
for symptoms and risk factors which relate
to HIV infection. In this case, a T-cell ratio
test may be necessary to check the status
of the immune system.
Both gay men and lesbians are at increased risk for alcoholism , drug abuse,
and psycho-social stress . These health
problems can show up as physical symptoms which may or may not be detected
during a check-up. If you are experiencing stress, depression, or dependence on
alcohol or drugs, talk to your health care
provider about it.
If you are reluctant tQ discuss your sexual activities with your clinician, you are
not alone. Often, professionals are illprepared to deal with sexual information
or are unsure of how to talk to their clients
and patients about intimate issues. It's important to find a health care provider you
feel good about. Don't hesitate to " fire"
a clinician if s/he is homophobic, insensitive to your needs, or unresponsive to
your questions.
A good, basic health manual that includes information on physical exams and
self-care is The Well Body Book, by Hal
Bennett and Mike Samuels, M.D. A good
magazine on self-care is Medical SelfCare, prlblished in Inverness, California
and available in many libraries and book
stores.
,·
A good resource for gay men is The Advocate Guide To Gay Heaith, by R.D. Fenwick. Lesbians may want to refer to Lesbian Health Matters!, by the Santa Cruz
Women's Health Collective, and Our
Bodies, Ourselves , by the Boston
Women's Health Book Collective.
If you have a question about gay or lesbian health, write to " Healthy Curiosity"
c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
Maine 04104. We won't publish names or
locations.
Thanks to Karen Kalustian, M.D. of
Augusta for her help with this column.

'-·

RICHARD WAITZKIN, M.Ed., LCSW
Licensed Clinical Socia/ Worker

· ~ Therapy for families, couples & individuals
• Educational Consulting

!

1976

PHOENIX STUDIO, INC.

Office !ocarrcns in

Appointments & Referrals

Kennebu,, k ar>d York , Maine

207-363-7648

Porr!-,nd. ~.1a:r.c 04101 · 774-4154

12-5 Conoress Stre: t

Judith Lippa, MSW
Licensed Clinical Social Worker
Psychotherapy
P.O. Box 365, West Rockport,Malne 04865
207 -594-0694

'

I

,

W lldcrafted and organlc:ally grown herbal remedies. Herbwalks,
slldesho-. workshops and Flower Essence Consultations.
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Individuals, Couples, Families
Suite 423
142 High Street
Portland, ME 04101
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Forming
I am appealing to every PW A, persons
with ARC and HIV positive, to please step
forward and assist rrie in forming a PW A
coalition in Maine .
I have been a board member of the
Maine Health Foundation, worked on joint
ventures with the AIDS Project and rise
tened to a great deal of dialogue on what
is best and can be done for PW As, persons
with ARC and HIV positive. I have been
to Washington and other political activities
and also listened. Although these people
are very· well intentioned and concerned,
with a lot of love and compassion , who
knows better of the needs of this population than the "silent population" itself? I
feel we can better voice our needs , GOncerns , and offer a support system that is
unsurpassed by any other present group .
I feel we are a group who needs to empower ourselves to help ourselves in
various aspects.
I am not asking anyone to break their
anonymity , become politically active , or
join any present program. I'm asking for
people to get together to dialogue needs ,
concerns , and how they can best be met.
Needs may vary and be as simple.as to get
together with other people with a common
disease who understand and talk in an informal setting . I have seen this work well
in other communities, We have brothers
and sisters not getting the assistance they
desperately need for v~rious reasons. Let' s
give them or us that safe place to come
together. A place that is not connected to
any program but is an entity unto itself,
helping individuals they understand due to
being pa(t of that population. A place to ·
have a united and consistent voice.
A new year is approaching. Let's get
together , discuss our needs and concerns
in the upcoming year, and get to know one
another. Society-at-large wishes to ~eep u
silent and in our c.osets. Let's not feeo into this and do it ourselves .
.. On a personal note, I wish to meet others
in my situation and think there are qthers
out there who feel the same .
Please contact me, Bert, at 775-1259, or
Zane, or Vincent , if you have any questions , comments and/or interest.
We need your help .
Anonymity assured.
0
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to end financial support for organizations
promoting discrimination and no longer
will require lie detector tests for
employment.

Global Gayzette

Teenagers Focus of Study

groups and national organizations.

March Update
The National March on Washington for
Lesbian and Gay rights generated a
$70,000 surplus in funds which has led to
questions of how to spend the money and
who has the authority to make those decisions. The executive committee has drafted
a proposal which would establish guidelines and include input from the steering
committe.
The proposal suggests splitting the
money between national and state organizations and projects with a $5,000 ceiling on all grants. Preference would be
given to organizations born directly out of
the March and to grassroots projects·. 25
percent of the funds should go to projects
by and for people of color and 50 percent
should be earmarked for lesbian projects.
No money will go to campaign donations
and the proposal did not recommend pay-·
ing off the local march organizations'
debts.
The next step involves soliciting approval from steering committee members,
a body of over 60 members representing
different geographic regions, interest

Coors Boycott:
On Again, Off Again
Three months after the AFL-CIO called
an end to the Coors beer boycott,
Boston City Councilor David Scondras announced his satisfaction with the brewery's
atte~pts to reform. He cited a new corporate anti-discrimination policy . as ·a
factor in his decision along with Coors'
promises to change other unjust practices.
Other anti-Coors activists expressed
skepticism about Scondras' ·announcement.
As Gerry Scoppetuolo, a major organizer
of the Coors boycott in Boston and gay
activist, stated, "If there's a true way to
monitor Coors, I'd support an end to the
boycott, but not until it's clear how the
commitments are being honored."
Coors has promised to allow elections
in the brewery if at least 30 percent of the
workers indicate interest in union representation. It also has adopted a written statement claiming to prohibit discrimination
for all employees, to promote qualified applicants without regard to sexual orientation among other things. Coors promised

The House Select Committee on.
Children, Youth and Families released
results from a six month study on AIDS.
The study predicts a rise in AIDS cases
among children through infected mothers
and among teenagers through sexual experimentation. Teenagers currently have
the highest rates of chlamydia and
gonorrhea .
The CDC reports that there are 195
teenagers among the 47 ,298 reported
AIDS cases and 691 cases among children
under the age of 13. ·

Foster Care Woes
Two gay men were denied licensing as
foster parents for the state of New Hampshire. Ken Devoid and Michael Gigante
submitted applications after a foster care
bill was passed earlier that prohibits lesbians and gays from becoming foster
parents. Devoid, who could not attend the
March on Washington due to an injury,
decided to create his own form of civil
disobedience. He distributed foster care
applications to the gay and lesbian community in hopes that officials would see the
futility of the law, especially since New
Hampshire is currently in a crisis for beds.
Said Devoid, "We must stop waiting for
our rights to happen ... We need to be
heard outside of mainstream politics or
nothing is going to happen. ' '

Around the World •••
Argentinian government officials h~ve
promised to repeal the 1946 law which
denied the right to vote to homosexuals.
Sparked by the Comunidad Homosexual
Argentina (CHA) and the International
Lesbian and Gay Association (ILGA), the
Casa Rosada (Argentina's White House)
was inundated with letters of protest from
gays all over the world.
Argentinians are still struggling. The
CHA is now three years old and growing.
It publishes Vamos A Ander which is
available for $2 or $3 cash, U.S. or Argentinian. Due to post office/police violations
of their mail, they request that you send
any money wrapped in carbon paper or
aluminum foil. Send to Casilla de Correo
45 , Sucursal 37 , 1437 Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Please don't mention the
group's name on the envelope. Your support is needed.

***
The world's first condom shop opened
its doors for business in Amsterdam , the
Netherlands. It offers a wide range of condoms in all colors, textures and tastes. Advice on using the condoms is freely given .
The store also features T-shirts and posters
with a condom theme and erotic art.

***
Police in Lima, Peru, kept 70 women
trapped inside a bar on June 6, 1987 for
over an hour until a T.V. crew arrived to
film the event. Vehement homophobia
rages in Peru and most of the women were
terrified of being recognized by friends ,
families and employers. As the women
were shoved out of the bar, one by one,
the crowd that gathered mocked and jeered

-rT

them, adding leering whistles and comments at any woman wearing a skirt. The
T.V. clip was aired three times.
· The women were abused in other ways
also. As they were led to the police bus,
they were shoved, hit. and some were
thrown to the ground. At the police station
they were sexually harassed and detained
until 1 a.m. At that time they were given
the choice of either leaving or being
transferred to the custody of the police
division against terrorism. Freedom was
a dangerous choice since Lima was then
under a curfew enforced from 1 a.m. to .
5 a.m. People on the streets during those
hours could be shot on sight. Many of the
women risked the curfew by choosing
freedom and then hiding or sitting near the
police station until the curfew broke.
No legal action was taken by any of the
women after the raid . This would have ·
caused legal and social reprisals from a
government infamous for its human rights
violations.

***
Agents of the local health service in
Tijuana, Mexico, have tried to blackmail
the owners and customers of gay bars. The
agents were checking that prostitt1tes had
their health cards when they decided to
request money from gays to " avoid trouble ." Two active gay groups in the area,
Grupo Y Que and Grupo 'POLEN, have
denounced the action to local authorities.

***
A collective of lesbian feminists in Chile
calling themselves "Ayukelen" is interested in publicizing lesbian feminist
issues in the women's movement and

among Chilean women at large. The group
seeks dialogue and questions a limited vision of feminism which would exclu~e
them. The group states that its members
face social repression and suspicion from
feminists. The Ayukelen collective wants
to establish bonds with other lesbian
sisters, exchange experiences, projects,
ideas and printed materials. ' ' Ayukelen''
means joy in the language of the Mapuche
Indians. To contact them write Colectivo
Ayukelen, Bellavista 0547, Providencia,
Santiago de Chile, Chile.

. ***
Erica "Monte" Punchon, a lesbian, has
been chosen as a roving ambassador for
World Expo 1988 to be held in Brisbane,
Australia. Monte, who is 105 years old,
was described as clear-thinking and
likeable by the interviewers including the
Deputy Premier of Queensland, Brisbane's
Lord Mayor and the Federal Minister for
Tourism.
The Queensland Premier's office questioned her selection when someone told
them about her lesbianism. Monte replied,
"If they want me up there, well and good .
But if they want to look into my private
life they can go to pot. I'm not ashamed
to say I love my friend ." Monte has kept .
the job and is off to Japan for the launching
of her book which recalls historic events
as they affected ·her.
Sources: Gay Community News,
December 20-26, 1987 and December
27-January 9, Philadelphia Gay News,
December 31-January 7, Breathing Space,
November/December 1987

Several Chiltern Mountain Club women
are looking to locate other interested people in sharing at 16-mile, <?~ass ill-~
whitewater trip with an expedition service
on the Dead River. The deadline was
January 11, but your interest may still ~
sought. For information, call Stephanie,
(603) 569-4551 or 883-6934, before 9
p.m.

The Maine Lesbian and Gay Political
Alliance is holding its Third Annual
Awards Dinner and Dance on Saturday,
February 6 at The Senator Inn in Augusta.
The keynote speaker is Black lesbian
feminist Barbara Smith; writer, publisher
and progressive political activist since
1964. Her work includes: editor of Home
Girls: Black Feminist Anthology (1983),
co-editor of All the Women are White, All
the Blacks are Men, But Some of Us are
Brave: Black Women Studies, co-founder
of Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press,
and community organizer during the 1979
serial murders of black women in Boston.
Awards will be presented to various people in the state who have advanced the lesbian/gay cause in Maine. Cash bar opens
at 5:30 p.m. , dinner at 6:30, followed by
Barbara Smith and awards presentations.
A dance with DJ David Neill will close out
the evening. Cost for the evening is
$20-$35. Reservations are a must. Call
Barb for more information at 871-1555 .

David Scondras, Boston City Councilor,
will speak about "The Social Impact of the
AIDS Epidemic on the Gay and Lesbian
Community' ' at a joint social and business
meeting of the National Orgll!lization of
Gay and Lesbian Scientists and Technical
Professionals (NOGLSTP). The meeting
will be 6-9 p.m., Sunday, February 14 in
Room 109 of the Hynes Convention Center
in Boston, and is part of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science's annual convention. For more
information contact David Wypij,
NOGLSTP Coordinator, Biostatistics,
Harvard School of Public Health, Boston,
MA 02115, (617) 732-1056.

Portland Stage Company, 25A Forest
Ave., presents Tina Howe' s Painting
Churches, previewing February 24 and 25,
opening February 26, and running through
March 13. Performances will be held
Tuesday-Thursday, 7:30 p.m. ; Friday , 8
p.m.; Saturday, 5 and 9 p.m. ; Sunday, 2
p.m. (and 7:30 p.m. on the first Sunday
of each run). Second Sunday matinee is
interpreted in American Sign Language.
Ticket prices range from $7 .00 to $19.00.
Box office: (207) 774-0465.

Compiled by K:M.
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The Cumberland County Extension Office will sponsor a workshop called ''.SelfEsteem Day for Women" on Saturday,
February 6, in Portland . Lectures , discussions , and individual activities are
designed as an opportunity for renewal ,
sharing, and learning for women of
all ages . There is no charge but preregistration is required. Contact Theresa
Ferrari at 780-4205.

......________________ INTERVIEW--------------------"An Ordinary Group of Women"

Part II

Taking the Law-AndrOur Lives-Into Our Own Hands
by Elze

This is the second and final part of an
interview with three former members of
the Jane collective, a Chicago women's
collective that performed illegal abortions
from the late 1960s through mid-1973.
They called themselves "the service."
Their membership averaged 20-25. Mostly
white, a few Black and Hispanic , from
very young to very old, they were
homemakers, students, mothers, hippies,
and professional women. Everyone went
by the name of Jane.
In the spirit of Jane, all three women
chose to use the name "Jane" for this interview conducted in July.
Jane 1, 34, a former family planning
counselor and now a health educator
specializing in gay and lesbian health and
reproductive and sexual health, lives in
coastal Maine. She started with Jane in
1971 and stayed with the collective until
it folded in 1973.
"
Jane 2, 38, a nurse for the last 10 years,
lives in mid-coastal Maine but grew up and
lived most of her life in Chicago. With
Jane the longest of the three women, Jane
2 joined the collective before the members
performed the actual abortions themselves,
though they contr.olled all other aspects of
the process. Jane 2 was one of seven
women arrested in the 1972 bust.
Jane 3, 40, now living in Albany, New
York, has been a community organizer for,
she says, "more years than I care to
remember," dating back to her activist
days in Chicago in 197 l , the year she
joined Jane:
By the time Jane folded, the collective
was receiving 300 calls and performing
60-80 abortions weekly, working three
days, though sometimes they'd perform as
many as 100 abortions.
In Part I, which appeared in the
December issue of Our Paper, the three
Janes discussed how and why they became
involved in the collective, how the collective was structured and the work organized, the evolution of the group over time,
and how their participation changed their
conceptions of themselves as women, their
politics, and their lives.

DE: Do yoo think the times might ever
call for something like that again? What
relevance does Jane have for women in
1987?
Jane l : I don 't think the service ever
should have stopped doing ~bortions.
Jane 3: You said that at the time.
Jane l: That's right. We only stopped
because now, all of a sudden, there' s this
clinic and that doctor, and everybody got
into the abortion business , but nobody did
it as good as we did it. We didn't have the
vacuum aspirator equipment. We did it
essentially by hand with a dilator and a
curette and forceps. And we still were
charging less money than any of the legal
clinics. We were hearing terrible stories
about some of the cloctors. We still were
·.in operation for four months after Roe v.
Wade and that was when we were getting
the 300 calls a week.
Jane 3: Roe v. Wade happened in
January and Illinois was battling it, as were
a number of other states. We kept on functioning until Illinois finally had to accept
the decision.
.:. Jane 2: In the meantime, some women
··were able to get abortions from private
physicians, but abortions weren't readily
available. and they weren't available on· a
low-cost basis.
Jane 3: When I hear what people have
to pay now for a lousy vacuum aspirator
abortion. it makes me want to throw up .
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Jane 1: I think at any moment you could
practically put a group together again. If
you could find the personnel , I think people would go and use the service, especially because it would offer something unique, even in the field of abortion.
From time to time , there have been imminent legal threats to the availability of
abortion, and I'm sure that if abortion
becomes as inaccessible as it was before
1973, people will do illegal abortions . I
don't think it will all be in the hands of
feminists anymore. but .. .
Jane 2: No. it would be.the way it was .
Jane I: No. I don't think so. I disagree.
A couple things are different now . Now
there's a whole generation of women who
have grown up from childhood with the attitude that abortion is legal and they have
a right to it. If you take that away, it's diff.e_rent than what used to be.

Jane l : I don't think it' s going to be the
same as itwas before, even if it's illegal.
·
I just don't.
Jane 3: In the late 1960s, before abortion was even legal in New York, the issue
of reproductive rights was tied into the
concept of awakening feminism, the
understanding that the right to control
whether you ' re pregnant or not is indivisible from the right to self-determination
about what you're going to do for a living, that the right to be a human being in
the world is dependent on that right to be
able to control your reproduction. What I
see now in the reproductive rights movement is that people have really sold out
those values . I've seen other groups' of
feminists say, "We're not going to come
out pro-ah9rtion because we' re going to
alienate a lot of people.''
Jane 1: But you make abortion illegal
and that automatically turns that situation

"With AIDS, we are in advanced stages of cooptation, and almost as soon as people started
working on AIDS, the co-optation began."
There's now a whole group of practitioners who do abortions legally who are
committed to it and will not stop doing
them when they're illegal.
DE: If abortion became illegal, do you

think feminists and others would rally
and do something similar to Jane?
Jane 2: T'1ey'd have to because that's
what·would be necessary. but I don't know
what form it would take.
Jane 3: I don't either. Practitioners with
licenses have a lot to lose. You can really
be committed to abortion, but if they're going to take your medical license away ...
Are you going to risk your medical
license?
Jane l : Why not? We risked a lot.
Jane 3: But we didn't see doctors risking their medical licenses. If you look at
the history of standing up for oppression ,
on all fronts all over the world, it's filled
with people with good intentions who
didn't act on them because of what they
had to lose. I don't see medical professionals risking their licenses.

around. When they make abortion illegal
again, it's-back to necessity and you'll see
people rising to that challenge. There's no
reason for us to think that there aren't people now who could do and would do what
we could do and did. I would do it again.
And at this time I wouldn't do it because
I had nothing better to do.
Jane 3: I don'! know if I would do it
again .
Jane 2: I'd have to do it again. I'm in
a different situation now. I don't want to
go to jail now. I'd train people. I'd feel like
my obligation would be to train other
women to do it, but I don't think I'd want
to do it for a long time.

DE: What is the relevance of this for
AIDS organizations? What can AIDS
organizations learn from your experience in Jane?
Jane 1: Certainly there are things that
AIDS organizations and other organizations that deal with reproductive issues and
sexual rights and other human rights issues
should be thinking about. Certainly the

"Look what happened in this state with AIDS
service organizations. They are totally owned
by their funding sources ... There's very little
sense of ownership that's internal ... and very
little political analysis of what's going on. It's
real painful to watch mostly gay-oriented groups
make all the same mistakes and not seem to have
learned a damn thing from the women's health
movement."
Jane 1: No. Butthere are lots of women
today who work in Planned Parenthood
abortion clinics and other abortion clinics
who are totally committed politically and
wouldn't stop doing what they're doing .
I think there are paramedics who would do
abortions. I think there are some of us who ·
would do abortions. I could lose my
livelihood. I have just as much to lose in
life as Dr. So-and-So. And remember, lots
of doctors did do abortions in their offices
illegally and they called them D&Cs, or
they called them therapeutics, or appendectomies. And they would do that again. I
have no doubt .
Jane 3: But we're not talking then about
accessible abortions. Those abortions
weren't real accessible.

ability to work collectively instead of
hierarchically all the time. Groups don't
even think about collective process as an
idea. Everybody goes out and gets their
non-profit status and they start getting
money from the state and they buy into all
these regulations . Family Planning gets
Title X money so they can't do abortions.
In fact , they don't even use the word
" abortion" anymore . They use "termination of pregnancy ." What is a "termination of pregnancy " ? It could be anything.
Jane 3: It could be a birth.
Jane ,2: Or shooting the woman.
Jane .1: We too easily give up and
becorr,e part of the system . The values of
the overall system are not remarkably different than they were 15 years ago .

Jane 2: You can' t look to the govern.ment or to the medical profession to
answer a lot of questions or provide solutions. You have to take things into your
own hands at times until they catch up with
you.
Jane 3: It's a great gift to be able to do
something totally illegal because that's the
the only way you can really find out what
matters , what your values really are . You
don't have to worry about your funding
source. You don't have to worry about
credibility. All you have to do is be able
to look at yourself in the mirror in the
morning. Bob Dylan says to live outside
the law you must be honest , and it's really true .
It's hard with AIDS stuff because all the
damn money is government money.
Already so much control is given up
because the government has stepped in
right away .
If you look at the history of the women's
movement and the period of co-optation,_
it's really interesting. In the early days, it
took a long time for stuff to get co-opted
- the abortion movement, women's
. health , and self-help clinics . The time
seems to get shorter. They learn better how
to co-opt you real fast.
I think that's true with home births, the
battered women's movement, the rape
crisis movement. Now we have birthing
rooms in hospitals, but, in fact , the dimensions of power, the st~cture of power and
control, the individuals giving up their control to an authority, are still in place. That's
what the co-optation attempts to do .
With AIDS: we are in advanced stages
of co-optation , and almost as soon as people started working on AIDS, the co_
optation began.
Jane 1: Look what has happened in this
state with AIDS service organizations.
They are totally owned, I think, by their
funding sources, whether their funding
sources are foundations , the state, or some
rich people. There's very little sense of
ownership that's internal in these organizations and very little political analysis of
what's going on. It's real painful to watch
mostly gay-oriented groups make all the
same mistakes and not seem to have
learned a damn thing from the women' s
health movement which should be their
prototype.
It feels sad to me and it makes me angry
that. they get very angry at the government,
but it doesn't make them do something
differently.

DE: And it doesn't make them listen
to women.
Jane 1: In fact , you should listen to a
tape of a panel discussion from the Na~
tional Gay and Lesbian Health Conference
in Los Angeles . The workshop was on
what gay service organizations can learn
from the feminist health movement. Very
few men went, and the ones who did were
very embarrassed because they tried to get
their male friends and cplleagues to go and
they wouldn' t.
What's going to happen when some
heterosexual AIDS group comes up? I'll
tell you what' s going to happen . The state
and federal governments will drop funding
to the gay groups like that (snaps her
fingers).
Jane 3: You have a government run by
men to perpetuate the white male power
structure in this country , and to assume
that anything different will happen out of
this government is foolhardy at best.
Jane 1: Who is doing most of the AIDS
work? White , middle-class men. They
can't disconnect from a structure they're

really a part of and have always been able
to feel some advantages off of. And they
don 't get- it when they ' re fucked over.
They don't get it!
Jane 3: We were in a cushy position in
that we provided a service we could charge
for, so it gave us money to run the operation and keep us , barely , at subsistence
level.
Jane 2: I don't think it was cushy. We
just had no choice. You need drugs . You
need telephones. You charge people. Now
when people are providing services,
they're so attuned to giving stuff away.
Jane 1: I would not for a minute exploit
any person financially who needs something . But the AIDS groups, the battered
women's groups , the battered women's
group that I work with now , I keep saying
we could charge clients. Not everybody
has no money . That's a mistake we' re
making.
There's a fine line between being
altruistic and not taking good care of
yourselves. People think it's the state's
obligation. I'm sorry. I don't think it's the
state's obligation to take care of me, or to
take care of oppressed men, or to take care
of oppressed women. Where do they think
that oppression comes from?
Jane 3: Once you get the money , even
if you say, "Well, if they start fucking with
us we'll just say we don't want it ," you
get locked into it. You hire staff with that
money who then have to pay their rent .

think of a lot of things that would be that
challenging to the system.
·
But one thing that would be very
threatening , but not illegal, would be for
some organization to say real directly to
the state - I know in Maine it would be
devastating to the Department of Human
Services if the AIDS organizations in this
state said: "Up yours. We don't want your
money because we don't want your program review committees. We don't want
your pamphlets. We don' t want your
fonns. We don' t want to report statistics
to you . We are just going to take care of
ourselves."
That would be very threatening. I think
they 'd be relieved on one level. But it
would be very embarrassing for them on
another level because there are so many
well-meaning people in social services now
who want to help these ''unfortunate victims ," which is what you hear all the time.
One of the things we are is victims of ·
somebody else's values and somebody
else's agenda .
DE: The debate needs to be pushed to
the left. The debates have been pushed
to the right. They need to go the other
way.

"In the work I do now, people often ask me, 'What's
your background? What's your credentials? Where did
you go to college?' Well, I got my training somewhere
else. I have a degree in illegal abortion. That's the fact."
ment in this country , and I don't want it
to go unrecognized anymore. It was real
sad to me that it had faded to the point
where, nationally, the person most wellknown for speaking about Jane is not a
member of Jane. And, secondly , that we
had been reduced to three paragraphs in
a wonderful book, Our Bodies Ourselves.
Jane 3: And we weren' t in Our Bodies
Ourselves until fairly recently.
Jane 1: In the work I do now, people
often ask me, "What's your background?"
" What's your credentials?" "Where did
you go to college?" Well , I got my training somewhere else. I have a degree in illegal abortion . That's the fact.

Jane 3: Often you have to compromise.
But you have to know what you're compromising. If you know what you're selling out, you can pretty much predict what
problems you're going to get into. It

"When they make abortion illegal again ...
there's no reason for us to think that there aren't
people now who could do and would do what we
could do and did. I would do it again."
DE: There's that point where you
believe in the necessity of something and
you are so morally ou~rl\ged at what is
happening, that you will risk arrest in
order to make something different happen. Do you think the gay and lesbian
movement will embrace that concept
and feeling?
Jane l ~ It' s tough , because it's going to
have to come from a real personal
epiphany , or motivation, or threat of some
kind. And there also has to be a thing to
do . In states where sodomy is still illegal ,
there's some challenge there. Or you could
illegally manufacture medications that the
FDA isn't making available , or you could
forge Medicaid cards to get your AZT and
your treatment. Or you could start underground HIV testing labs like in Colorado
where they're doing that to avoid the
reporting of names . It's hard for me to

ATTENTION FORMER MEMBERS
OF JANE. Former members of Jane are
looking for other former members of
Jane; friends of Jane, people whose
apartments Jane used, and, of course,
any woman who had an abortion with
Jane in Chicago, if you'd be willing to
talk confidentially. Former members of
Jane are trying to collect the documentation and have it be a part of herstory.
Send responses to Jane c/o Our Paper.
Our Paper will forward all responses to the
former members of Jane.

doesn't mean you avoid those problems .
It just means you see them coming and
you're a little prepared to deal with them .
If you start with a clear political analysis
- which , I think, is always the key - and
understand the structure of power and your
role within the power structure, the ways
in which you belong to the power structure and the ways in which you don't, and
then have an analysis of power in the world
and how it works , then yoQstart working
from there·. There aren' t going to be that
many opportunities to be totally underground and you ' re going to have to walk
a thin line. But at least you start from
what's the best you want to do , not from
what's the best you can do in this situation.
DE: We have to stop now. Anything
else?
Jane 1: What we did was an important
part of the history of the women's move-
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GREAT EXspecTATIONS!
Rewarded. The next time
you spec copy for typesetting , specify The Type
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Belle Kalsekas, Ed.D.

~

Diane Lemay, Ed.D.

INDIVIDUA;_, COUPLES AND FAMILY COUNSELING
General Oe"elopmental Issues, Chemical Dependency Recovery , Co-Dependence
and Adult Children of Alcoholics

0A10\ /207f17A-9A95

98 p1easant street f?ort\and,!;J.f.

CONSUL TING TO HOSPITALS, BUSINESSES AND SCHOOLS
Effect ive Communication Skills. Stress Managemenl and Chemical Dependency
Awareness
STRUCTURED SELF-AWARENESS/EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS FOR CO-DEPENDENTS AND
ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS

OUR PAPER

page 13

...

k

I'

Murder
continued from page 1

The Underground a couple times a week
for a couple of beers and conversation.
Sometimes they would go out afterwards
· for a bite to eat. They didn't that night.
' •He told me he felt like going home, ''
Monaldo's friend told Our Paper. "He
wasn' t the type to pick up strangers . He
just wouldn't go with any Tom, Dick, or
Harry. I doubt very much he'd park and
wait for strangers like that at night. "
He described Monaldo as very private,
a man who didn't mix his gay life with his
work. "He didn't want anyone at work to
know that he was gay," Monaldo' s friend
said. "Jiis family didn't even know. They
may have suspected. He was very private
that way."
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" I'm shocked," Gomane said to the
state official on the other end of the line.
•'This potential for discrimination hampers
my investigation. We need to do something
about this."
Gomane was to hear back from another
representative of the attorney general's
office.
The Underground Offers Reward,
Calls for Greater Vigilance
"I'm
outraged , "
said
The
Underground' s Randy Scott, also a friend
ofMonaldo's. "I'm just so angry. And the
people around me are angry . We want
whoever did this caught and punished. Gay
people are sick of being beaten, harassed ,
brutalized, victimized, and now, murdered."
Scott believes the bars and the gay and
lesbian community should exercise greater
vigilance.

"Right now we can't establish where anything occurred.
We need someone in the gay community to step out and
tell us what they may have seen or heard if they were down
in the Oaks that night."
- Portland Police Detective Daniel Young

Based on information supplied by others,
however, Portland Police Detective Daniel
Young says investigators specµlate ' 'the
whole incident may have started at the
Oaks." But he added, " We have no
proof yet. "Right now we can't establish
where anything occured. We need someone in the gay community to step out and
tell us what they may have seen or heard
if they were down in the Oaks that night. ' '
Case Not Tight Enough
According to a Portland Press Herald
article (1/6/88), Pettingill confessed to
both. robberies when informed that the
truck's owner was murdered. Further, Pet-

''Our responsibility can no longer stop
at our doors, ' ' Scott said, referring to the
bar owners. " It now has to go into our
parking lots. The gay community can be
helpful by reporting to us people who are
outside harassing, or who are acting
suspicious. "
Scott urges gay men not to go to the
Oaks, as, he believes, violence is on the
increase. "I hear stories down here at the
bar, " Scott said. "Men have had knives
pulled on them; they've been attacked on
the bridge. We tend to go down there·after
a few drinks. Our guard is down most of
the time. We' re asking for people to prey
upon us. "

Fagbashing: One Man's Nightmare
by Elze
He went fo the Oaks with three friends
to check out the scene, after the four of
them celebrated one of their birthdays with
dinner and champagne. A Portland
businessman, 36, self-employed, he and
his friends struck up a conversation with
two men in a van, one of them a frequent
visitor to the park and known to a friend
of the businessman.
He ended up agreeing to a sexual encounter with one of the men. They would
drive to the businessman's home. The
other man in the van was to be an observer,
part of the sexual contract. The men in the
van didn't keep their end of the bargain.
The businessman was brutally beaten after
the three of them arrived at his home.
' 'Here I was thinking I had all my bases
covered,'' the businessman told Our Paper
when interviewed about the ~ember
assault. " He and his friends were in a truck
with a logo emblazoned on the side, one
of my friends knew one of them, several
people saw me go off with them, and I
thought my roommate was home.' '
"Are we going to do this now?" Van
. man A asked his friend, Van man B. The
businessman thought they were referring
to the sexual encounter. "I was laying
there in bed totally unprepared for what
was about to happen.'' What began was a
vicious beating about the head accompanied by verbal threats of murder. .
' 'I immediately became aware of great
quantities of blood," the businessman
remembered. He yelled to his roommate
who was in another part of the house. After
a few. more blows, the two assailants split.
The businessman didn't go to the
hospital that night. "I kept saying over and
over again, 'I am so ashamed, ' because I
had put myself in that position. It's absurd
that I should feel that way when it's me
who' s been victimized. "
The next day, he did _report the incident
to the police. " They were immediately
nice ," he said. "There was no sense of
condescension. I felt they were genuinely
concerned and they made me feel like they
cared. "

David Rowe, an employee of Portland
Piano and Organ, a man with other assault
charges pending, including an assault on
his wife, is one of the alleged assailants.
The police arrested him four days after the
assault. He was out on bail within hours,
the businessman said.
" Then the real pain started, the mental
stuff," he continued.' "It went on for
weeks. I'm still not totally over it."
In the aftermath, he'd find himself crying uncontrollably, on the verge of tears
all the time, and experiencing constant
anxiety. "I kept reliving that moment. "
When he returned from visiting family
over Christmas, alone in the house, he
moved furniture in front of the doors. "I'd
. lie there at night and practice dialing 911
in the dark.'' He still looks for footprints
in the snow around his house whenever he
leaves or comes home.
"It really has been hard," he says. "I'm
also outraged. Anything I can do to illustrate the problem and warn other gay
men , I want to do. "
Most Bashings Unreported
According to Portland Police Detective
Daniel Young, many assaults on gay men
in the park go unreported.
" We're hearing from the perpetrators,
when we arrest them for another assault
or for robbery, that they did others, but
. we can't find a report. The perpetrators
will give us a detailed description of what
happened - what they got, what they
used , whether a fist, a knife, or a gun, but
we can never find a report. People aren't
reporting it."
Randy Scott, the owner of The Underground, believes the bars should post
warnings that the Oaks are treacherous,
and that gay men should stay away .
"We've been hearing about more victimization of people lately than we've ·
heard about in a long time," he said.
And he urges gay men and lesbians to
report every crime against them. " We
must," he added . "We have to do the
same thing we did with Charlie Howard,
and that was to not stand aside."

"We need help."
- State Police Detective Bill Gomane
tingill said he committed the gas station
robbery with a .357-caliber Magnum
revolver.
' 'We hav~ circumstantial evidence linking a subject in the truck, but we need a
tighter case," Gomane explained. "But
I'm not saying that we don' t have enough
evidence, " he added .
As to Hassapelis ' possession of
Monaldo's truck, he told police a friend
loaned him the vehicle, Detective Young
said.
Gomane expressed frustration that
members of the gay community may not
come foward fearing public disclosure of
their sexuality should they have information relevant to the case. A number of people have been hesitant to speak with him ,
Gomane was shocked to learn from the
Our Paper reporter that gay and lesbian
-- people can legally be fired from their jobs,
evicted from their rented homes, and
denied access to public accommodations
because of their sexual orientation.
A subsequent call made by Gomane to
the attorney general 's office in the presence
of Our Paper confirmed the lack of civil
rights protections for gay men and lesbians.
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Scott is offering $500 to anyone with information leading to the arrest and conviction of the person(s) who murdered
Monaldo. He hopes the sum will be
matched by the other bars .

***

If you were in Deering Oaks
Park, or the parking lot near The
Underground, the evening of
Monday, December 28, or early
Tuesday morning, December 29,
and saw or heard anything that
could be related to the murder of
James Monaldo, call State Police
Detective Bill Gomane at
883-3473, or Portland Police
Detectiv~ Daniel Young at
775-6361. Monaldo's 1986 red
Toyota pickup truck (license
number 92819P) had a gold stripe
on the sides and the back. The
police would like to know exactly
where it was parked across from
The Underground.
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Granite Press: Essential Words for Difficult Times
by Lynnsey
Granite Press , owned and operated in
Penobscot, Maine , by poet Bea Gates,
released its third major book since entering trade publishing in the fall of '85 .

IXOK Ama,..Go: Central American
Women 's Poetry For Peace/Poesia De
Muleres Centroamericanas Par La Paz is
an ambitious anthology of over fifty Central American poets. The press is dedicated
to widening the exposure of essential
writing by feminists and lesbian s.
Previously the press operated as a letterpress printshop , publishing poetry chapbooks and broadsides by women . I spoke
with Bea on the eve of the release of
IXOX in October about the press and the
new anthology . This book was reviewed
in the last Our Paper.

LC: Bea, how did you get interested
in writing and producing books?
BG: From the age of thirteen, I would
comb bookstores to look at and read all the
poetry books . I was always writing poetry..
It was a way for me tQ express myself
without anyone interfering. I was
groomed for poetry because I had to condense whatever I wanted to say to the
essence to get a word in - everyone in my
family was either screaming and yelling or
not talking at all. Poetry was a means for
survival. So by age 15 I knew who was
publishing what, where , and how they
were doing it. I also knew at an early age
how difficult it was to get poetry published in this country .

LC: When did you publish your first
book?
BG: I was 22 and in Antioch College in
the Bay area. I had gone to a small press
bookfair in: San Francisco and began to
notice letter press books. Letter press is individual metal pieces of type set by hand.
The pages are printed by inking the type
and pressing it against the paper - no
photography . There should be only a slight
kiss of impression on the page - lightly ,
not a seven day kiss. I followed the tradition of poets like Virginia Woolf and Walt
Whitman and taught myself printing and
design. The result was a handbound book,
some on handmade cloth paper in five colors . I had only enough print for two poems
at a time and had to rewrite one poem for
lack of enough space. It took me 2 V2 years
to make. When I went around to bookstores I was told there wasn't enough room
on their shelves for my 1/8th inch book .
But I was hooked on letterpress .' After college, I was working at Alice's Restaurant
in the Berkshires while designing an anthology with my lover . A friend told me
about a Mrs . Colby who was selling a
press . She was a printer and her husband
was a typesetter. She never learned how
to do his job because she didn't want to
get stuck with all the work . When he died
she decided to sell the press . I took a loan
out against a life insurance policy and
bought it. From there I moved it to Hancock, next to the post office , and then to
Penobscot. I could tell some stories about
5 women moving a ton and 1/ 2 press! It's
currently in a beautiful home with a sturdy concrete floor in a room built by my
friends and I. I built all the buildings I
used as printshops , with help from my
friends.

LC: Once you got to Penobscot it was
still several years before your first1rade
publication. What did you do in the
meantime?
BG: I was a job shop , doing things like ·
menus , programs, cards. I always wanted
to print poetry by women. I received a
grant from the Maine State Commission on
the Arts and printed two chapbooks Roots And Reckonings by Rosa Lane and
Shooting At Night by myself. I was part
of a women's writing group for two years
here in Maine . We did readings around the

area . I began to realize that I wanted to do
more of my own writing and that I needed
to talk to more people about my work .
Then my parents both died , which left me
at a crossroads and helped me to reassess
what I wanted for myself. I needed ·to
write . I decided to go to school for a MFA.
This was a statement of my self commitment to my writing. It can be done in many
ways , but commitment is essential. I went
to Sarah Lawrence because they had the
best'women writers as faculty and still do ,
in my opinion. Grace Paley, Jane Cooper ,
Jean Valentine - it was a tremendous
privilege . The program was very small,
less than 10 people in the poetry program.
We got lots of attention , which bothered
me at first. But I learned how to take and
use criticism. I was still selling books , going to bookfairs, and printing broadsides .
I did a broadside for Grace Paley, who
gave me a whole bunch of poems . I suggested doing a book .

LC: What was it like working wifo a
strong personality like Grace?
BG: Grace is wonderful - a good friend
and supporter. When we started the book
process, we initially thought about a chapbook . I worked very patiently . I kne~ she
had the book . Over time , she would
"find" her poems. Grace is shy about her
poetry . The book happened because of the
relationship we were able to build. It was
a terrific way to start trade publication. The
book is about women and change , about
aging , war and hope . Her poems are important. They're looser than her stories ,
like a layer , a snippet of the density of her
stories.

LC: After Grace Paley's book Leaning Forward came out ycru began the process again with Joan Larkin.
BG: Joan's book is a very rare book , a
raw book . It's also about women and
change, about alcoholism and recovery and
hope . The process was similiar. I knew sne
had the book inside her and I workeq very
patiently and closely with her. A Long
Sound hasn't been reviewed much in the
straight press due to the topics , especially
alcoholism . There's such a romance built
up about alcohol and writers . Also the subject of lesbianism. Writings by lesbians
have turned the poetry world upside down
but the industry doesn't want to recognize
it by not reviewing their books. I've sent
out hundreds of review copies with under
a dozen .reviews , mostly in gay and
women's press. There · is such a tiny
amount of space allocated for poetry
reviews , let alone for poetry with these

topics. People either love the book or are
very uncomfortable with it. Joan has
gained recognition for her work in New
York , including two grants and a teaching
job , as a result of this book .

poet and a translator . Together we began
to gather material and translators . The
writing is very exciting . It tells the reality
of these women in extre·mely moving
terms. The writers are witnessing the
essential struggles of their people for food,
freedom, equality, shelter. The war has
been going on for centuries, but people just
want to go about with their daily lives. The
poems are about their lives .

LC: How can a small press publishing
often controversial work exist in a rural
area like Maine and still sell books?
BG: Maine is a good place to start your
own business. The working conditions are
great. I .have wonderful space with cheap
rent. I started here because I wanted to live
here but now I need to live in the city for
support for my writing. I want to be closer
to what's happening politically and to more
diverse types of people. Publishing is in
New York City. To sell books a small
feminist press needs lots of contacts and
to be visibl~ at many events . It's like doing any type of organizing, except to survive I have to sell books .

-'

LC: What are the economics of
publishing?
BG: For every book sold , the bookstore
gets 40 percent, the distributor gets 15 percent, the author 10 percent - that's 65 percent. The publisher gets 35 percent of each
retail sale to pay for making the book,
advertising, promotion, and business expenses like rent and phone. It only really
covers business expenses. It's necessary to
find other sources like grants in order to
cover everything . I'm in the process of
becoming a nonprofit corporation in an effort to get other funding. I need to sell 5000
copies of IXOK to break even .

LC: /XOK (pronounced E-Shok) is
over 300 pages long, in three languages
- Mayan, Spanish, and English, and
beautifully laid out. This is a huge
undertaking for a small press. I am impressed by the power and beauty of the
poetry and with the quality of the whole
production.
BG: It was an enormoµs project , long

· LC: Why do you feel it is so important to publish this book, especially a
book of poetry?
BG: We live in a very dangerous time .
We are dangerously myopic, we don't see
outside ourselves. We are blinded and have
a distorted picture of other parts of the
world . We have no idea of how cut off and
isolated we are or of our effect on the rest
of the world. They way we wage war is
based on a pervasive assumption of
superiority, an attitude of exploitation and
greed. This war is not an intellectual
debate. Poetry is the most powerful form
of expression. It speaks from the heart.
This book is a passionate, powerful book,
an organizing tool. It is a feminist book .
Anyone who thinks of a narrow definition
of feminism should read this book and
think about it. We are being watched very
carefully by people in Central America, the
way an abuser is watched very carefully.
That's why the quality of this book ,
especially the translations, is so important.
There is no point in putting out a bilingual
book if it is not accurately translated . How
insulting .

LC: What were the some of the
highlights of producing this book?
BG: Meeting the -writers and hearing
their work was very exciting . Last fall
Granite Press brought six women here to
do a series of readings around the East ·
Coast. The readings were very well received. In our conversations I learned that _
most of the worrlen are afraid of general- ~
ized war in Central America . They want .
to maintain a neutral status toward the ,;
U .S., but they find they are either
economically dependent on the U .S . or at
war or both. The war is eating away at the
gains made in Nicaragua and at the excitement of the revolution . No one's giving up,
though . They have no intentions of giving
up.

and difficult to pull together. However, it's
been very rewarding . I have no regrets ,
even if I never do another book.

LC: How did you go about finding the
material?
BG: I knew the writing was there, but
I couldn ' t understand why it was being ignored . Why wasn ' t writing by Central
American women being translated? I went
to the Latin American bookfair and began
investigating to find out who the writers
are , what was going on. I met Zoe
Anglessey who had been traveling extensively in Central America for 15 years ,
collecting and translating poems. She is a
political and literary activist, as well as a

LC:
about,
to live
BG:

Then that's what this book is
the determination of the people
in freedom :That, a~d hope . Poetry is the
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Regional Reports
continued from page 9

A Waldo County View
by H'Alan

moved me very much . While I have your
attention, I'd also like to say thank you to
all the Maine Dykes . You are carrying a
disproportionate share of the load. I see
you're working very hard, very often. Gay
men just don't seem all that visible when
it comes to staffing local AIDS committees, supporting women's issues or fundraising for gay events. I'm glad the women
are o,ut there working for change. If they
ever get tired, a lot of us are going to know
it.
H 'Alan is also known by his first grade
students as Mr. Hamm. He lives with Miles
and two neurotic cats in Searsport.

How come no one ever told me that
owning a house could become a neverending chore? It seems especially true during the winter months . Miles is outside _
drilling holes in the base of the chimney
hoping to drain some twelve inches of accumulated ice water. Once the fire dies
down I have to mount the ladder and put
the new chimney cap in place. Then the
roof needs to be shoveled and some three
inches of ice has to be wacked off the edge.
If there's still enough daylight left, I'll chip
away at the ice on the deck so we can get
the storm door open again. Ah , life in the
country .. .
January 10, 1988 - Winter is definiteNow that the holidays are over it' s time
ly here , with a foot of snow blanketing the
to settle in to that interminably long period
town yesterday and the sun sparkling on
before the crocuses come up. Every mornit today. Everyone I know who had not
ing as r prepare for work the outside
done so already pulled the old trusty skis
temperature registers "very cold. " The
out of the cellar or closet, dusted them .off,
cats flee in absolute panic _at the thought 'and headed into the sunshine to enjoy the
of going outdoors. Weekly, the wood pile
snow. I met up with six friends down at
grows smaller. The new stove uses a lot
the golf course on River Road, a great
more fuel than the old one did . Is there _
place for beginner cross-country skiers,
enough wood to last through the spring?
and took in the beautiful view along with
.
Miles is an optmist; I'm not.
some good, healthy exercise.
This year I have proof that Miles and I
So, what do gay men and lesbians do
are not the only gay men north of Portland:
during winter in the Brunswick area? I
Recently we went to a house party in
don't know about anyone else, but in my
Penobscot. There were in attendance at
life _there is seldom a dull moment. Skiing,
least 50 other gay men, re~l live country
skating, sledding, hiking, pot luck dinners
faggots , most of whom lived within a ·
with friends , Martin Perry ' s oc.casional
reasonable .driving distance of Searsport.
piano concerts at Bowdoin College, or just
I'm happy to know that you guys are out _
- curling up by the woodstove with some hot there. Now is there any way we could
tea and a good book for the evening.
create some kind of regular social event?
Now that the monthly women's dances
The Waldo County AIDS Education
are no longer happening here at CornerCommittee is going sfrong. This dedicated
stones, I ai:n looking forward to car poolgroup of volunteers is working hard to get
ing with friends up to the women's contra
the word out-AIDS is coming to Waldo
dances in Augusta every second Friday
County . As is all too often the case, there
night of each month. They are at the South
is too much work and not enough time to
Parish Congregational Church on State
do what has to be done. Despite this
Street, and definitely worth the drive up.
handicap a number of areas are being
The gay and lesbian Adult Children of
tackled. The community education task ·
Alcoholics group that started here in Ocgroup provides speakers who are knowtober has disbanded for now due to not
ledgeable on AIDS-related issues.
having enough members. Maybe it will
Members are actively promoting this sercome back together later in the year if
vice by approaching various local organmore people show an interest in renewing
izations and offering to work with them.
it.
The education task-group works with area
Monday nights the Bowdoin Gay /Lesschool systems offering support, informabian/Straight Alliance presents gay-themed
tion and speakers for educators and
films at Bowdoin College, Smith. Audistudents alike. A third group is working
torium in Sills Hall at 9 p.m. There is also
toward establishing a support system for
a very dedicated and busy group of locals
PWAs and their significant others. At this
doing volunteer work in the Merrytime they are -providing a phone referral
meeting AIDS Support Group. They have
service to those who feel they may be at
about 60 volunteers who work on various
risk and wish testing and other informaprojects, such as:
tion. The phone number 338-3736 is also
that of Mid-Coast Family Planning. Don' t
- A letter-writing group which
hang up, but let them know why you're
responds to letters in the newspaper which
calling.
present false, misinformed, or just plain ·
I want to end by saying how much I
hysterical ideas about AIDS;
liked the December issue of Our Paper.
- An AIDS Buddy Program, which
It was quality reading all the way through.
will have a training session (already full)
Elze, your artice on the Supreme Court
January 22 and 23. Twenty applicants are

Brunswick Ar.ea
News

· enrolled, and more sessions will be held
in the future if necessary;
- Public speakers to talk <Jn all aspects
of AIDS to schools, churches and organizations. -This has received quite a bit of
response so far;
- . A year-long project_of publishing two
manuals , one on resources and information available for the people with AIDS
here in Maine and another on the AIDS
Buddy program being_ developed.
The Brunswick volunteers also will be
joining the AIDS project this year on fundraising efforts.
Needless to say, there is plenty to keep
us going here in town, and I must say I feel
we have a very special gay community
here and I feel blessed to be part of it.
A Brunswick lesbian, signing off and
heading for bed.
P.S . For more information on the
Brunswick AIDS support group , call
833-5016.

Sharing the Load
by Vivian Wadas

The word co-op in short form stems
from the word cooperate which in turn
stems from the Latin co-;operari, to work.
Most of us are familiar with the word co'op in relationship to food co-ops, such as
the Good Day Market in Portland. These
co-ops begin when a group of people get
together and' decide to start a store, share
equal work loads during the operation of
that store, make their purchases there, and
share the profiti:;. Great idea, simple and effective.
Based on the co-op principle a group of
seven women , myself included, who live
in Eliot, Sanford, Poland Spring and
Waterboro, began our own work "co-op in
the early fall. The co-op began for 'many
different reasons, some of which included: All of us had at least one major fall
project/chore that needed to be done before
the snow arrived; all of us are rurally
located and realized that the more time we
spent doing these projects alone, the less
time we would have to get out and about
to connect with one another; and we all
acknowledged the lack of motivation we
had, caused by the dread and isolation of
doing these projects alone.
I've never been a member or part of any
co-op in the past, so this was a new experience for me. I was amazed at the ease
with which our co-op developed. We went
from .the actual idea, to putting the word
out, to having our group in just for a few
weeks.
By <;onsensus we decided to do .one project for each household involved (because some of us are in relationships and some
of us are single). These projects were
chosen by the individual(s) of the household and were considered major projects.
They included moving and stacking wood,

cleaning gutters, winterizing a house, and .
in my case, raking the leaves of a very,
very large yard.
In the early fall we worked together
about every other or third week. However,
due to the early arrival of snow, we ended
up working two weekends in a row. The
date was picked based on when_a majority _
of us could meet. We were all flexible in
either changing that date to accommodate
each other or in understanding that advance
plans couldn't be changed. In most cases,
it ended up with us all working together
as we had hoped.
So before I knew it, I was off to Waterboro to help move and stack 2h cord of
wood into a basement. While driving down
there from Poland Spring, I was surprised to find myself feeling great about what
I was going to spend the next couple of
hours doing. It really never crossed my
mind that I was going to do "work. " Instead I was thinking about how wonderful _
it would be to see my friends and how long
it had been (how fast time flies) since I'd
been able to get to Waterboro.
Since that first project, all the other projects have been completed with just as
much success and fun. I know a lot more
about co-ops and being part of one than I
did before. Reflecting back, I realize some
of the other elements - the values - involved with the process of the co-op
beyond the obvious accomplishment of a
particular project - such things as commitment, trust, acceptance, empowerment
and support. Commitment is involved by
the mutual consent and agreement to help
one another and trusting in it. Acceptance
in the fact we-have our own levels of
physical abilities and whatever they may
be, they are OK. Empowering through our
interactions, our shari_ng with each other
who we are. Support both in an emotional
and communal way. All this and more
within the feminist spirit of women helping women and co~ecting with one
another.
Because co-ops of this type can be so
multi-purposed, I strongly encourage
others to consider starting co-ops in their
neighborhoods. With a little imagination (like adding a pot-lu~k. poker game or·
playing "Scruples" after the work is
done), any major work can easily become
fun to be enjoyed by all involved. Not only is a sense of community gained, but the
sheer gratification of accomplishing a project as a group can be overwhelming. So
· the next ti~e you have a room to paint,
garage to clean, house to winterize, or
apartment to move, consider how manageable that project would be if you were part
-of a co-op!
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Lawyers - funny bunch. You tum to us
for two reasons : either you ' re in trouble
and you want to get out, or you're not yet
in trouble , and you want to stay that way .
Either way , going to a lawyer is very akin
to going to a dentist - you rightly suspect
it's going to hurt (or cost you dearly) , and
when you're through, you're never quite
sure it was worth the pain (or the bill) .
And The Law - funny business . Said
to be blind, but not quite - and not at all ,
if you happen to be gay . Irony is , we the
outcasts probably have more reason than
most to deal with the law - and certainly
more reason than most to fear it. (And
that's not just if you live in Georgia for the
false optimists in the group; as much as
anything the March on Washington was an
expression of how far we have to go, as
well as how far we've come.) It would be
nice if we could go it alone (and sometimes
we can - with care, great care; the law
is full of traps for the unwary), but mostly , if you have to face the law, you' re well
advised to find a lawyer. This article is intended to give you a few basic pointers survival instruction - on accomplishing
that task. Future articles-will address the
question of how and when to go it alone.
I wish I could say that finding a. lawyer
is no big deal. You know the old "let your
:fingers do the walking ... " Don't laugh 1this past year two clients found me by
praymg..over the yellow pages . If you wait
until you unhappily find yourself in the
category of "in trouble - want out, " you
might be surprised to find yourself proceeding in the same f~shion . The midst of
crisis is no time to leisurely select the
lawyer of your dreams. Not that there
aren't a slew of lawyers out there - the
old dime a dozen routine (or 75 bucks an
hour to put it more precisely) . Not to be
trite, a good lawyer is hard to find . On top
of that, try finding one with the ser.sitivity to deal with our peculiar needs, which
in certain situations may be essential. Let's
be generous and say that when it comes to
gays, the legal profession is probably no
more insensitive than the world at large.
For those of you harboring rosier delusions, you' d best shed them fast.
So, what to do? Once upon a time , we
lived in an era of reputation. To a limited
extent, we still do. It's called word of
mouth, and it's not too early to start asking around . You'd be surprised how many
of your friends have had experiences with
lawyers - good , bad, indifferent - but
don' t stop with a generalized "she was
pretty good" - PROBE - find out the
details - what services did s/he provide ,
was s/he any good ( which sounds like an
easy question , but you' d be surprised how
difficult it is to really evaluate competency in a profession which thrives on ambiguity), how much did it cost, and
perhaps, most important , how did it feel
to work with her/him, how would s/he respond to my gayness? Remember , in working with a lawyer, you are going to .be
developing an intimate relationship. It is
most important that you fmd someone you
can trust , someone whose style matches
your temperament.
If you strike out on word of mouth , your
options narrow . If you want a gay attorney
(and don 't think that just because an attorney is gay , s/he' II necessarily be right
for you) , you can contact GLAD in Boston
(they put out a directory , though I'm not
sure many Maine lawyers are listed).
Maybe MLGP A can offer you some direction. If your issue has to do with civil

rights, there' s the Maine Civil Liberties
'
Union in Portland .
If you' re unable to afford an attorney ,
there are a variety of options. If it' s a
criminal case, you can ask the court to appoint a lawyer , and you can even specify
who y ou want (assuming you know someone you want) or take pot luck (again , be
advised: court appointed attorneys share
the same prejudices against faggots and
dykes as the greater society , and prejudice
can affect the quality of representation remember , the law is not blind) . In civil
(non-criminal) matters, there are three
possibilities: (1) if you ' re over 60, there's
Legal Services for the Elderly (all over the
state; call information for the nearest office); (2) Pine Tree Legal Assistance (since
legal services has been gutted by the
Reagan adrninistation, Pine Tree only
handles a limited number of cases, but
they' re worth a call; offices all over the
state); (3) Volunteer Lawyers Project
I (800) 442-4293 (almost impossible to get
through - be patient - call early in the
morning) . Sponsored in part by the Maine
Bar Association, they provide referrals to
lawyers throughout the state who have
agreed . to handle cases on a no charge
basis, but of course, your choices are
drastically limited.
Finally , if you're not poor, and have
nowhere else to turn , you can call the
Lawyer Referral Service of the Maine
· State Bar Association (in Augusta
622-7523). You tell them the nature of
your problem and where you live, and
they'll refer you to a lawyer in your area
who deals with that kind of problem. The
fee is $10.00 for the first half-hour consultation, and there's no obligation to go
further . It' s at least a step up from the
yellow pages. ·
However you fmally get to a lawyer , the
first encounter is extremely important.
Nine chances out often, you' ll stick with
whomever you go to first. Perhaps, you
shouldn't, but it seems to be human nature
to stay where we are (which is another plug
for shopping around). From the beginning,
you should try to remember that you are
- or should be - in control. Think of the
situation as a job interview - but don't
forget who' s hiring whom . Lawyers are
supposed to be providing a service , not a
lesson in humility. (Small reminder: before
you even walk through the door, you
should know how much the initial consultation is going to cost; sometimes it's
free . It' s the sometimes it' s not that you
have to watch our for .) Again, if you don't
feel comfortable with this particular
lawyer , walk out and try someone else. It
really is that simple.
The issue of whether you should come
out to your lawyer is complicated and personal , and mostly depends on the type of
issue and your approach to life. Obviously , if you're asking the lawyer to draft a
partnership agreemen! for you and your
lover , s/he'll have to know your situation.
Sometimes in life there's just no beating
around the bush . What is not so obvious
is that there are a lfost of ordinary , mundane situations where your lawyer should
be aware of your sexual orientation (and
not just because s/he guessed right) . The
p roblem is you may have no idea that s/he
should know , and your lawyer , like most
of the world , will probably make the
assumption you' re straight unless you tell
her/him otherwise. Let' s say , for instance,
you arid " your friend" are buying land
together. If it were your husband, the deed

·would almost auto-matically be prepared
" in joint tenancy" (a lawyer's way of saying if one person dies , the property
automatically passes to the other person whether or not you have a will), but since
the woman you' re buying land with ,
is just "your friend ," the deed most
probably will be prepared as "tenants in
common" (meaning that if you haven' t
thought to write a will , your friend might
end up sharing your dream house with
your sister Sally , who just happens not to
speak to you or her). My own feeling is
that you should feel free to come out to
your lawyer (just as you should feel free
to come out to your friends , relatives,
employers , etc .) , but I know that's often
easier said than done . If you feel uncomfortable corning out, you must make absolutely certain that the situation your
. lawyer is handling doesn't necessitate
her/his knowledge. Unfortunately, as I've
tried to point out, such a decision itself
sometimes requires a lawyer - a bit of a
"Catch-22."
Whatever you decide about disclosure of
your -sexual orientation, be prepared to
state your situation as briefly and as clearly
as possible. It often helps to write yourself
notes before you go. It's amazing, the important questions we forget. (And bring all
relevant papers/documents with you ; it'll
save a return trip .) Find out exactly what
the lawyer can and can't do. l f you feel
comfortable going forward, don't be afraid
to ask how much it' s going to cost. Indeed,
don't ever fail not to..~k. AND GET IT,
IN WRITING . (If this irritates your attorney , you should take a hint and start
walking.) I have one client who r\!Ceived
a bill from an attorney for $500.00. My
client claims the attorney didn't do
anything for him. You'd be surprised how
much not doing anything can cost.
There are essentially four ways lawyers
bill: (1) on a straight hourly basis; (2) an
hourly with a minimum or maximum; (3)
a fixed fee; (4) a contingent fee basis. It's
in the first and the last situation that you 'Ie
most easily burned. If you simply agree to
pay an hourly fee , even if it's low (let's
say $50 an hour, which is probably below
the going rate) , it can add up to an incredible amount fast (especially if your lawyer
happens to bill for phone calls and one of
you is long winded) . At a minimum you
shoul<;l receive an itemized statement on a
regular basis; unfortunately, by the time
you get your first statement, it may be too
late to say stop. (By the way , you have an
absolute right to fire a lawyer at any time ,
and you don't need a reason , but in all
likelihood, you will be obligated to pay for
" services rendered," even if there' s no apparent benefit. Your lawyer is required by
the Maine Bar Rules to transfer your file
to the attorney of your choice.) I would strongly urge that in all but the most complicated of cases, you get a commitment
on a maximum figure in advance.
In the contingent fee situation, your
lawyer gets paid only if you win (the
classic case is medical malpractice) .
However , generally speaking , you are
liabld for all costs (even if you lose). Find
out in advance how much these could
amount to . The danger of a contingent fee
is you may be paying much more than you
have to . Let' s say your case is open and
shut;. why shell out 30 percent of your winnings, when the case will only take a few
hours of your lawyer's time? Wh.at you
have to decide is which is worth more: the
certainty of not having to pay the attorney

any fee, versus the exceedingly high cut
your lawyer may end up taking . Another
situation where it might be well worth your
while to get a second opinion; just because
one lawyer will only take a case on a contingent basis, doesn't mean another will see
the case the same way.
After you've settled on -the matter of
fees, and after you' ve determined wh_at
your lawyer is prepared to do, you should
find out how much information will be
communicated to you and how often. Some
lawyers assume that the client expects the
lawyer • to play · God - no questions
asked. If this is not your style - and I hope
it's not - I recommend you let your
lawyer know from the beginning that you
wish to be kept informed of the conduct
of the case (in simple cases you might wish
to ask for copies of all correspondence;
you may even wish to see correspondence
before it's sent) and that you expect to
make all of the major decisions (with your
lawyer's advice, of course), which includes a discussion of the basic strategy of
the case. It is alarming the extent to which
we give away power to experts - and how
easily they accept it.
I hope the foregoing (a good lawyer's
word) hasn't given you too gloomy a feeling abo~t the legal profession. After all,
some of my best friends are.lawyers . On
the other hand, if.this piece has served the
purpose of putting you on guard, so much
the better. It should come as no surprise
to any of us that until lesbians and gay men ,
begin to take po',Ver into our own hands, .
nobody is going to give it to us. Having
a lawyer can be an effective weapon - if
you know how to handle it.

Miles Frieden is a lawyer practicing in
the mid-coast area.
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HOSPITAL

Printed below are the HIV-testing
clauses contained on the general admission forms at two of Portland's three
hospitals. Our Paper was unable to obtain
a copy of the form used at Osteopathic
Hospital, but a reporter read the form
and found it contained essentially the
same language as those used at Maine
Medical Center and Mercy Hospital.

continued from page 1

workers contracting AIDS through accidental exposure to patients' blood or
bodily fluids. The Maine Hospital Association last fall proposed changing the
informed consent law to allow hospitals
to test the blood of patients involved in
accidental exposures without obtaining
the patients' consent. Their argument was
health care workers should not have to
suffer the anxiety of not knowing whether
the patient had been exposed to HIV.
Opponents say hospital workers' biggest need is for education about how the
virus is transmitted, and about proper
methods to protect themselves. Testing
patients' blood against their will violates
their rights, opponents of the hospital
association's plan say, and cannot solve
the anxie_ty problem anyway, due- to the
limitations of the test itself. The potential
exists for erroneous test results and there
is lag time between exposure and antibody formation . In other words, patients
who have been exposed may test negative
for six months or more, even though they
are truly positive and capable of transmission. A hospital worker relying on the
negative test result thus would be given a
false sense of security. Because of the
test's limitations, opponents of the hospital association say, allowing hospitals
to test without consent deprives patients
of rights without truly providing benefits
to health care workers.
There are competing bills in the Legislature this winter about the informed consent issue. The most stringent would
require a court hearing to determine
whose rights should prevail in an accidental exposure case- the patient's or the
health care worker's.
.RydeH said the Ponland hospitals' admission forms with the HIV testing clause
clearly violate the spirit of the informed
consent law because they are given to
people when they are in a vulnerable
position, and thus unlikely to protest.
"Whenever you go into the hospital,
it's a traumatic time, even if it's for
elective surgery," she said. "There's a
tendency to be nervous, and perhaps dis- _
oriented. I would question how many
people read those forms carefully."

.MAINE MEDICAL CENTER
"In the event·of accidental
exposure of personnel involved
in my care to my body fluids or
blood products, I further consent
to sampling and testing of my
blood for the presence of _
Hepatitis B, HIV (which may
indicate the presence of the virus
that causes Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome, commonly
known as AIDS), or other
potentially infectious agents."

A Public Forum
7:30 pm Thursday, February 18, 1988
Moot Court Room, University of Maine
Law School

)

Sponsored by:
Maine Civil Liberties Union
Maine Human Rights Commission
The Al DS Project
Maine Health Foundation

Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
National Lawyers Guild
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Civil Liberties
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MERCY HOSPITAL
"In the unlikely event of accidental exposure to my body
fluids or blood products by personnel involved in my care, I
hereby consent to a blood sample
being drawn to be tested for the
presence of: (1) Hepatitis B; (2)
HIV antibodies or HIV antigen
(which may indicate the presence
of the virus that causes Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndrome,
commonly known as AIQS) ...
I understand that the test result
will become a part of my medical
record and will be disclosed only
to authorized individuals having
access to such records, members
of the health care team involved
in my care and the Department
of Human Services when
required by law. I give my consent freely and voluntarily for
this testing and for the disclosure
of test results specified above."
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Heather Bish~p: Main.e Premiere
by Lfz Brauer
Heather Bishop, Canadian singerguitarist, made her Maine premiere on Friday, December 11 at the Firsh Parish ·
Unitarian Church in Portland. She was accompanied by electric guitarist Sherry
Shute. An audience of about 200 participated in a very fine concert. Pine Cone
Productions, an all-women' s production
company, was the producer.
· After seeing Heather Bishop perform at
the Michigan Women's Music Festival, I
was quite excited that she would be appearing in Maine. She performed twice at
Michigan: on the Night Stage for the adults
and on the Day Stage for the kids. I don't
know what Heather's defm~tion of "child"
is. Based on appreciation of her children's
music, it's pretty loose.
Heather spends 2 months per year doing children's· concerts and 2 of her 6
albums are children's music . She clearly
· enjoys working with kids. I remember a
song at Michigan about the animals having a party in the horse's stall. She got a
bunch of little girls on the stage and gave
each a role in the chorus. One was a cow,
two were hens, etc. Each girl had to do the
appropriate actions: walk like a cow, lay
eggs or whatever. Of cou(se, Heather was
demonstrating these rather foolish-looking
actions (for a person) for her assistant. At
first, most were shy. With a lot of applause
from the audience and encouragement
from Heather, those little hams really got
into it. It was most entertaining for us
adults as w~ll.
Heather began her Portland.concert with
'Celebration,' the title cut from her second
album. After this a cappella solo, she
picked ~p her acoustic guitar and was

joined by electric guitari~t Sherry
"Shuter" Shute. They contrasted nicely in
clothing style. Heather wore black cotton
pants with a royal blue stripe along the outside seam, white shirt, royal blue scarf and
red tennis shoes. Sherry, rock-n-roller that
she is, had on black leather pants and a
gray blouse.
Most of the first set was music from
Heather's first five albums. 'Ghost
Riders,' dedicat~d to Sherry, is on Purple
People Eater, while 'Yukon Rain,' and 'I
Love Women' . are both from I Love
Women Who Laugh ... 'I Love Women' is
Heather's response to a misogynist radio
interviewer. It must have been a nasty interview to prompt such a powerful,
woman-loving song.
'Daddy's Little Girl, ' from her 1987
release A Taste of the Blues, is a song about
incest and the price of surviving that experience. While 'Voix d'Enfant' by Lucie
Blue Tremblay is haunting and expresses
the immediate pain of incest, ' Daddy's Little Girl' talks about the long-term burden ,
the price the adult survivor pays.
To lighten things up, Heather encouraged the audience to give someone a
little hug and moved into some children's
music. 'If You Love a Hippopotamus,' and
'Bellybutton' got the audience singing and
laughing . Heather (and the interpreter)
even granted me and my friend's demand(ing)/reque_st for 'Oh No Bo,' a song
about her Black Labrador. Bo cuts the
"world's worst whiffers" and rolls in dead
things for perfume.
'Please Me' ended the first set. Heather
wrote this torch tune after an interviewer
asked how she could put 'Woman's Anger'
(at sexual harassment) and 'Fever' ("You
give me fever .. . '') on the same album. Ob-

~iously, women c"an't be both political and .
passionate. Heather completely disproves
that theory.
The second set was comprised mostly of
songs from A Taste of the Blues. She did
' On the Run Again' about memories that
haunt vou until vou face them. The title
cut, written by Canadian Connie Ka_idor,
is a "blues song with an old time waltz ·
feel." Heather did the political 'Freedom,'
another torch tune 'Seduced' (as in, I want
to be), 'You Don't Own Me' (just like the
title says) and Joan Armatrading's 'Talcing My Baby Uptown.' Other numbers in
the s~t were two new songs Heather wrote
last summer while home on the prairie in
Manitoba. The encore was a Dory Previn
tune, 'Did Jesus Have a Baby Sister?' a
consistent favorite with Canadian audiences, and 'Your Dignity .'
I think Heather Bishop is a terrifically
talented musician. She has a strong,
powerful voice which she uses to its fullest
extent. I like the way she talces risks with
her voice, pushing her limits. She is a great
writer who does new and original work.
Even her remakes are original. She seems
to get past the completely new reality. I
like the energy in Heath~r's song~. She is
not afraid to name the harmful things in
this world but- also celebrates the good
things. 'Freedom' talks about the deaths
of a Black boy in South Africa, a Canadian MicMac, and El Salvad6ran Woman.
Even in the same song, Heather celebrates
freedom. She vows to fight for everyone's
freedom, sometbjng she will never take for
granted. Hearing her sing 'Freedom,' you
make the same vow; it's that powerful.
Sherry Shute is also a very talented
musician . She's a great guitarist and ·sang
back-up on a few songs. Heather played
with a full band at Michigan and on her
albums. It's an indication of Heather and
- Sherry's skills that they didn't sound
hollow with only an acoustic and electric
guitar.

Overall, Heather and Sherry put on a
great show. The audience seemed a little
withdrawn at the beginning of the concert.
Most people probably did not know
Heather's work previously. During the
children's music, people seemed to loosen
up, belt out a few 'bee boop whoo's" and
enjoy the music. Oh yes, I almost forgot.
Do you know how to spell Heather's home
country? C, eh? N, eh? D, eh?
Liz Brauer does a women's music and
comedy radio show on WMPG, 90.9 FM,
on Sundays from 12-3 p.m.

Granite Pre~
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language of hope. It has lots of possibilities. Things can change in a line. We are
living in denial of the beauty of the rest of ,
the world; we are frozen up. This poetry
speaks of life. It is flexible and challenging and passionate. It can stir us and keep
us moving on. This book shows us how
imperialism works to stereotype and make
other people, other cultures invisible . But
we can't just look at our actions abroad
~ithout looking at our isms within.
Racism, sexism, homophobia - because
we work on issues abroad doesn't mean we
can censor gays within our movement. If
we are to survive as a people we have to
confront our own personal prejudices in a
real way. We have to learn to be something
other than the Wl,ltched abuser. We need
to understand the hope of IXOK; we don't
know what that kind of hope is. How about
listening to the 6 o'clock news report that
said, "Today's good news for gays ... "

3 Spring Street

Portland, Maine 04112
(207) 773-3315

Look for Women's Only
Appreciation
Sunday nights 6-9 p.m.
Open 365 Days a Year

with a woman's D.J. and
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AIDS . (The quilt is so large that it covers
much of the large Washington mall in front
of the Capitol.) " We're part of the fabric
of this country ,' '. one gay man says, and
we can see this literally . As we see how
many young, talented people with so much
to offer have died, one marcher tells us,
'' Society as a whole is cheated by the status
of gay and lesbian people. ''
We see many of the various contingents
marching and hear their chants for freedom : "Gay power is people power,"
'' Stand up for love, stand up for truth.''
As the film fades out, we are reminded
that the closing to the Pledge of Allegiance
is "Freedom and Justice for All." Our
community can only hope that this march
on :Washington will bring that day of
equality and freedom closer.

PART OF THE USA - the only video of
the March on Washington endorsed by.
the Executive Committee
by Pamela Gordon
This short film of the National March
on Washington for Gay and Lesbian rights,
one of the largest marches in U.S. history,
is a very powerful statement. Five hundred
thousand marcherrs showed up to let the
U.S . government know that we want equal
rights and equal justice under the law.
The film begins with a shot of a
women's band , then cuts in shots of the
march and short talks with participants .
One of the most powerful participants was
the mother of a gay man. She told him
before he died of AIDS that ''you are a
minority, and nothing will be done." And
she told us, " Every one of them had a life,
and they died for nothing. "
One gay man tells us , "We are not what
their stereotypes tell them we are, we are
simply people." People who are dying
because the government appropriates very
little money for AIDS research.
We see the gigantic, beautiful AIDS
quilt - each square being the name of
someone gay or lesbian who died from

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
by Diane Matthews

PART OF THE USA is available on VHS
or on BETA for $24.95 from:
GVI
P. 0 . Box 2000
National Press Building
Washington, D. C. 20045
(202) 662-7363
(800) 346-5746
A portion of your money benefits the
March and AIDS research.

Front and Center: Two Women Put
Their Bodies On the Line
The Buck Stops Here,

a poetry and dance performance
by Karin Spitfire and Barbara Maria.
,

by Lynnsey
Words and motions mirrored each other,
one woman moving for the other who
could not. The words were of humiliation,
abuse and pain , all things that make the
body stiffen, become hard and inflexible.
"I try not to carry the foot, the boot,
the kick, the bruise. I try not to carry
the reach, the grope, the weapon, the
shame along with me ... "
That Barbara Maria could stand alone on
stage and tell us of her life and struggle
for recovery spoke clearly of her courage
and self respect.
"This is exactly what I thought I would
never say - that I have a right to inhabit this physical home . To throw you
out and make room for myself. Room.
Where a person moves as if she is
free ."
As Barbara speaks to het body, Karin' s
movements tell us what Barbara's mouth
alone is trying to convey. We see Karin
shrink and fade , become robot-like to survive. We watch her carefully distance
herself from friends and lovers as Barbara
says:
" They think it's some kind of choice
to be rude and independent. "
We see the struggle to hide the scars, only
to realize that to name them , expose the
hurt is the only way ''To climb on and
crawl over the wall." We feel the triumph
in Karin 's body as J3arbara says:
" I want to be here . This is my body.
I expect room to move.''
Barbara's words were powerful and provocative , her poetry well crafted. Karin 's
movement lent dramatic highlight and portrayed in a graphic manner how shame ,
rape and alcoholism force a woman to
react physically. The two women complemented each other perfectly.
It is always a special treat to see the work
of lesbians up here in Maine . This performance spoke of the gro,wth and change
of two women , but corroborated the
recovery movement in the larger community as well. There was much here for
all survivors to identify witp, allowing us
perhaps to name what was previously
unknown . Karin's movement art showed
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us ourselves : Our attempts to hide our
bodies, our shame, to keep rigidly under
control. We could understand her soldierlike appearance in Here because Barbara's
words told us how this appearance was
created, as Karin's dance spoke of the
results.
The evening wasn' t all serious to the
point of rendering the viewer unable to
breathe. The opening piece, entitled Garbage, began with two garbage bags on
stage. Eventually the bags become ripped
apart from·the inside and we watch the performers literally emerge from the mess.
Maria then announced that she and Spitfire would not be performing this evening,
instead someone(s) else would be onstage
inhabiting their bodies. A perfect survival
mechanism.
The third piece left me out. There wasn't
enough explanation in the program for me
to understand the movement of two women
bumping into each other then spinning off.
It was called The Train and symbolized
how we often react to those around us
rather than act independently from our own
desires. What I saw was a lot of bumping,
running across stage and repetitive
movements. I needed something stronger
to draw me in. In retrospect, I see that this
piece could evolve by highlighting the
natural differences between the performers . It would be more dramatic if
Karin would let herself go and Barbara
would not force herself to appear looser
and able to move .
The second half of the evening allowed
us to view each performer in a solo piece .
Barbara Maria, in Excuse Me, addressed
the audience personally , asking our permission io tell us her story. She had the
dress and decorum of a teenager trying to
break through her self-consciousness to do
what she knows is necessary to her survival
- find validation from her listeners for her
life. Barbara frequently asked the audience
" Excuse me but if you'd rather I didn't go
on . .. " At each point the listeners remained riveted to her tale of alcoholism
and abuse . This was a very powerful piece
due to the story but especially to the
author's style of delivery. The nonchalant
speech of the adolescent contrasted with
the gripping horror of the words left a
lasting impact. Barbara needs to increase
the volume of her delivery as parts were
sadly inaudible, and to continue to allow
her teenage self to emerge.
Following Excuse Me was a dance solo
entitled On Center, Off Balance. This was

DOWN
1. ______ Paper
2. pink
3. Bangor area support group (initials)
4. safe sex measure
5. percentage of homosexual population in U.S.
6. Greek emperor
8. pl~ces where many gay men and
lesbians first come out
9 . birthplace of modern gay activism
12. early Greek woman who ran a
school for women of culture
13. Boston bar .scene
14. irrational fear of homosexuality
15. author who wrote "a rose is
a rose is a rose"
17. state-wide political group (initials)
23. Miriam Ben-Shalom changed this
24. most religions consider homosexuality this
27. Broadway play
28. stressful holiday period. for many
gay couples
29. many scientific "theories" consider
homosexuality this
30. co-star of "Victor/Victoria"
32. gay man murdered in Bangor
34. island home of 12-down
35. Our _ _ _ _~
37. a result of civil disobedience
38. for love and for
41. Maine law-makers say this to antidiscrirnination laws
%%%%%%%%%%%%\\\%
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ACROSS
1. group for gay youth in Maine
4. outdoor club
7. political coalition that supports
gay rights
10. singer Holly _ _ _ __
11. gay mecca of the U.S.
16. telling someone you're gay
17. San Francisco supervisor
Harvey _ _ _ _ __
18.
Joe's
19. not gay or straight
20. safe _ _ _ __
21. Sean
22. some gay people live in these
everywhere"
25. "We
26. Portland's outdoor night-spot
27. Boston paper
29. reclaimed word for lesbian
30. gay
marches
31. material some people find erotic
36. gay couples are cheated by this
federal department (initials)
39. woman-loving women
40. tennis star
42. lesbian support group formed in the
early 1950s (initials)
43. button slogan: "I'm one, ___ "
44. combination of baby blue and pink
Answers on page 22
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a series of movements done primarily on
the floor to the music of Kouyate Sory
Kandia of the Mandinke people of Africa .
Karin demonstrated the precariousness of
sustaining her center of balance as she proceeds in her recovery process. The times
of perfect balance took incredible strength .
Often it appeared that all she could do was
to hold on tightly to maintain this delicate
sense of self. The times when other movement happened while balanced felt like a
major breakthrough, the ·freedom of fresh
air drawn deeply. Spitfire's increased
physical strength was evident, as well as
her maturity as a performer. I would have
liked more variety of movements , which
will come as this piece develops . The
music matched the dance well and was a
welcome addition to the program. This was
a powerful statement of recovery, a good
choice to follow Excuse Me. Here we saw
that hope is possible.

\
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The final collaboration, S.ong of Creation, again left me out. I couldn't hear most
of the words, a major complaint from the
audience, and remember little of the
movements. The performers seemed tired
after their solos, ready to finish. This piece
needs more development to become the
strong finale that is needed for this powerful performance.
Maria and Spitfire are excellent counterparts and their collaboration is a dynamic
resource for all who struggle with
recovery . It is unfortunate that the audience
was small, mostly women from Barbara
and Karin's immediate community. The
timing and lack of advertising that included some mention of the content of their
performance contributed to the low attendance . 8ut these-women are courageous
survivors . I am posi~ive that audience
growth will mirror the development of this
performa_nce.
· -OUR PAPER

page 21

:1...._ _.;....___.P OETRY ____. . . . .;, , . . . . ,_, ,';.-.. . . . . .1.
l

All alone

• '
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Here I am . .. lying in bed .. . late at night . .. all alone .
Tears come to my eyes because I don ' t have anyone beside me ...
no one to reach out to ... no one to receive my love .
'•
And ... I have so much love to give .
The loneliness I feel now , hopefully .. . will only last a moment.
I pray that sleep will come quickly and that at least in my dreams
tonight . .. at least in my dreams I will have someone to love .. .
And that a tender kiss , a loving word, an embrace , will come to me .
Oh sleep . . . come soon! so that I may dream.

February 5-14
Three M arias, adult fe min ist· p.uppet
perfo rm ance by S hoestring ~Theater
Workshop. 155 Brackett Street, third
fl oor. $3 .00 donation. February 5, 6, 12,
13 at 8:00; Febru ary 7, i4 at 3:00. For
more information, call 773-2322 or 7741502.
Saturday, February 6
MLGPA Annual Meeting. Senator
Inn , Western Avenue, Augusta. Business ·
meeting- 12:00; caucus training- 3:00.
For more info rmation, call 871-1555.
a'
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In my dream she is lying here beside me in the dark
My hand reaches out to her and in that special touch , our hearts become one.
I feel her breath join with min , l
Her hair falls up<>n my shoulders as our lips meet in the beauty of ~ "kiss '.'
~
As the dew encircles the blades of grass - so our bodies
encircle and flow in timele~s rhythm .
This moment in time is for us alone .
We are lifted beyond anything we have ever known .
There is a newness of spirit.
This is our joy' - our sense of being .
Perhaps some day I will have no need to dream these moments of love.
For in reality - she will truly be here beside me .
Until then , I will hold her in my dreams.
Evelyn Fenderson

A wake my love
Thou is thy only love
Why dost thy sleep so long
A wake for morning love
As you tloat upon lillies
And mountain streams.
As ymi wake
To find me kissing your limbs
As your hand holds my head
As I give you sweet delight,
My love in pleasant form
All beauty with brains to match
As we have grown in our love together
Upon our waking dreams ,
What do we have together
But love and trust for each other
Upon the morning star .
P.H . Groves

A fai ry sat on my knee
Smiling merrily
In his sluttish way
Wearing gold rings
And necklaces
Disguised in your golden cage,
Laughing he fell on my thigh
And thus said
I knowest you not
O master of the fairies ,
As his hands played
On my body
I think he is diseased of mind
Therefore in pity
Our bodies do make one
As we tum our wills to please and joy
This sweet water baby , my fai ry
P.H . Groves

MLGPA annual meeting and dinner ,
Univ. of Maine , Augusta .

Friday, February 12
Women' s Contra Dance , 8:30 p.m.,
South Parish Congregational Church , State
St. , Augusta. Music · by the North Star
Sisters. Beginners welcome - all dances
·
taught. Donation $4.

Artwork Exhibited
Beginning Sunday , February 7trr and
continuing through March 6th , Entres
Nous will be exhibiting PIECE BY
PIECE , recent art works by local artist
Vivian Wadas . Using a variety of mixed
media including oil on paper, pen and ink,
colored pencil , pastels and block printing ,
these pieces represent the transformation
of personal experiences into emotional
political and visual statements . An open~
ing reception with the artist will be held
from 3:00-6:00 p.m. on Sunday , February
7th at Entres Nous , 117 Spring Street,
Portland , Maine .
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Friday, Feb. 26-Sunday, Feb. 28
Republican Party caucuses throughout
the state.
Saturday, February 27
Don't be shy. Come meet other Southern
Maine gay and lesbian neighbors at this
new faces pot-luck supper and get-together
on a Newfield , Maine farm. Rides or
riders from Portland may be arranged by
calling 883-6934, or for more information
and directions call 793~2249. '

Friday, Feb. 12-Sunday, Feb. 14
Convocation of Unitarian Universalists
for Lesbian and Gay Concerns, First
Parish Church , Portland.

Sunday, February 28
Democratic Party caucuses throughout
the state.

Sunday, February 14
ValentiQe's Day and Mardi Gras
Masquerade Party , Sportsman's, 2 Bates
St., Lewiston. Cash prizes. Judging at
10:30 p.m.

Thursday, March 3-Monday, March 7
Snow shoeing Mount Katahdin and Baxter with Chiltern Mountain Club. Overnights will be at a Chimney Pond cabin.
Non-members are welcome . Trip Leader:
Roy (617) 661-1436 before 9 p.m. or call
883-6934.

24 HOUR INFORMATION ON EVENTS, GROUP
MEETINGS, AND PERSONALS FOR GAY MEN
AND LESBIANS IN SOUTHWESTERN MAINE.
ALL LISTINGS ARE FREE.

I- _____CLASSIFIEDS ______,1
Female roommate wanted to share house
in Waterboro . $250/mo. , utilities included .
Call 247-4411 or 985-2479.
For Rent. One and two bedroom apartments . All utilities included. $350 per
month plus $350 security deposit required .
Call 924-3603 , leave message if necessary .

Puzzle Answers

Wednesday, February 24
L~mbda Legal Defense Fund Attorney
David Barr to speak on Civil Rights and
AIDS . Moot court room, University of
Maine School of Law, noon . For more
information, call the law school, 7804345.

'

Self-Esteem Day for women , 9 a.m . to
3:30 p.m. Portland. Call .780-4205 .

My Dream

Thursday, February 18 . .
Public Forum on Civil Liberties and
AIDS. M oot co urt ro'o~ , University of
Maine School of Law, Portland , 7: 30
p.m. For more information, cali the
Maine Civil Liberties Union, 774-5444.

Male Couple new to Maine this past
summer, wishes to meet other gay s in the
Dexter area or anywhere else up here for
sincere friendships . Feeling isolated. Not
into bars. Write advertiser #41 , c/o Our
Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland , ME
04104 .
Roommate wanted: GWM , 32 , seeks
responsible male roommate to share lovely intown apartment, no drugs , no parties.
$250/month includes all utilities , must
come see and talk . 775-7742 evenings.

GWF, 5'7 ", 130 lbs., intelligent, cute,
stable, financially secure and on the
masculine side; desires to meet intelligent,
attractive feminine woman , with same
qualities , between 25 and 40, to share my
heart and my love. Write advertiser #42,
c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland,
ME 04104 .

Male, 23-35, share large Spring and
Brackett Sts. apt. Newly renovated , partially furnished. $350/month includes heat,
basic utilities, off-street parking , w/w
carpeting , own bedroom. Non-smoker
preferred. Neat, clean , responsible , con.siderate , reasonably quiet. Phone Gil ,
775-3083 , evenings and weekends.
Visiting the Boston/Cambridge Area?
Marigold ' s B and B for women welcomes
you with lovely smoke-free rooms, fresh
fruit, flowers , warm hospitality . " Close} o
everything. '' 6 l 7-244-8617 .
Seeking HAIRY MEN! National adlist for
bears and smooth or hairy trappers. If you
love fur. this is the list! Information? Send
$2 .00 to : MAN-HAIR. 59 West 10th St ..
NYC 10011.
· The ·rate for ·clauified.t · ia $4 for 30
.won:18, lOC f'or each additional word. For
penonala -add ft for habcllinc; All m118t be prepaid. Mail acb to Our Pape.,
P.O. Box 10744. Portland, ME 04104.We
a1t11r.: that you not UH aexuallv explicit
language in your penonala. R.j,c,D.NI
to penonal• will not be opene,I by Our
Pa.pg and will be forwarded to you twice
mGDthly.· . . .

---------------LESBIGAYNETWORK--------------The AIDS Project
48 Deering St.
Portland, Me. 04101
AIDS-Line
775-1267 and 1~1-AIDS
Mon. & Wed. 6-9 p.m, Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
AIDS Action of Central Maine
P.O. Box 3113
Lewiston, Me. 04240

AIDS Hotline 78Uill3
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition
(BAGLSC)
c/o 87 Sunset Strip
Brwer, Me. 04412

Feminist Spiritual Community
9 Deering St.
P .0. Box 3771
Portland, Me. 04104
773-2294

Harbor Masters Inc.
P .O. Box 4044
Portland, Me. 04101

Fredericton Ltsblans and Gays
Box 1556, Station A
Fredericton, New Bninswlck,. Canada

Ltsblan/Gay Committee
Me. Chapter Nat'l. Assoc. of Social
Workers
P .0. Box 5112, Station A ·
~rtland, Me. 04101

GLM (Gals et Lesblennes de Moncton)
C.P. 7102
Riverview, N.B., Canada

Bowdoin Gay/Lesblan/Stnlght Alliance
Bowdoin College
Bninswlck, Me. 04011

Gay/Lesbian Akobollcs Anonymous
c/o Flnt Parish Unitarian Church
425 Congress St.
Portland 04101

Chiltern Mountain Club
P.O. Box487
Boston, Mus. 02117

Gay/Lesbian Alliance
92 Bedford St.
Portland 04102

207"'83-6934

78CM085

DEAN (Down East AIDS Network)
P.O.Box779
Blue Hill, ME 04614

.:

Parents and Friends of Ltsblans and Gays
Mldcoast Chapter - Brunswick area
725-4769, 623-2349, 72~19

Portland Area Men's Group (PGM)
c/o P.O. Box 611
Scarborough, Me. 04074

780-4085 (meaages)
;

i

1113-6934

Maine Health Foundation, Inc.
P.O. box 7329 DTS
Portland 04112

SellCOIISt Gay Men
P.O. Box 1394

Port-ill, NH 03801

Fonua

USM Women's
Unmnlty al Soaihent
92 Bedford St.
Portlmd 04103

Maine Lesbian Feminists
P.O. Box 125
Belfllst 04915

Gay/Lesbian Contra Dances
69 Mountain View Ave• .
Bangor, ME 04401
947-2329

'

Portland Pride Committee
P .0. Box 5112, Sta. A
Portland, Me. 04112

'Maine Connection
P.O. Box 5245,
Station A
Portland, Me. 04102

Malm
,. .

Vermonters for Lesbian and Gay Rights

Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group
Portland

Tel: 942-6503

Our Paper
P.O. Box 10744
Portland, Me. 04104

Maine Bisexual People's Network
P.O. Box 1792
Portland, Me. 04104

780-4085 or 772-4741
DELGO
Unitarian Church
126 Union St.
Bangor, Me. 04401

-~

I'

Gay In the Merrimac Valley
(617) 452-4686 (Dave)

Bates Gay/Lesblan/Stnlght Alliance
Box 569
Batts College
Lewiston, ME 04240

Colby College Lesbian and Gay Community
c/o Student Center
Colby College
Watervllle, ME 04901

Northern Lambda Nord
P.O. Box 990
Caribou, Me. 04736
NLN PY Pbonellne, 498-2081.

Greater Portland N.O.W.
P.O. Box 4012 Station A
Portbmd 04101

Dignity/Maine
P.O. Box 8113
Portland, Me. 04104

GMSA (Gay Men's Social Association)
P.O. Box 294
Conway, NH 03818-0294
(603) 367-8304 (Alan or Paul)

Maine Lesbian/Gay Polltlcal Alliance .
P.O. Box 1118 .
Yarmouth, ME. 04096

(VLGR)

Merrymeetio& AIDS Support Services
P.O.Box57
Brunswick, ME 04011-0057
833-5016 or 725-8541

W_llde-Steln Clnb
Memorl.a Union
Uniftl'llty of Maine - Orono
Orono 04469

New Hampshire Cltbens Alliance for Gay
and Lesbian Rights
P.O. Box 756
Contoocook, N.H. 03329
603-228-9009

Women's Community Project
P.O. Box 3733
Portland, Me. 04104
·

Box 211
HinesbUl'I, VT 05461

:)

.________________ MEETINGS ___________________
SUNDAY~ Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance for discussion, support and planning every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa
Lounge, Chase Hall, Bates College,
Lewiston.
Northern Lambda Nord - last Sunday
of the month - business meeting, 1 p.m.
followed by potluck.
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the
month. Meetings rotated throughout state.
See Calendar listing for location and tim~.
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) meets the first Sundays and third Thursdays of every month
at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer at 7:00 p.m.
Dignity/Maine, every Sunday , doors
open at 5:30 p.m., mass at 6 p.m. , First
Parish Church, 425 Congress St. ; Portland (please use rear entrance) .

MONDAYS
Feminist Spiritual Community - every
Monday at 7 p.m., Friends Meeting
House, Forest Ave., Portland, 773-2294
(come early).
Greater Bangor NOW, fourth Monday of
every month, 7-9 p.m. Call 989-3306 for
info.

Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday, 7-9
p.m. (except first Monday and holidays) .
Unitarian-Universal Church, 292 State St.,
Portsmouth, NH (side door near basement). Call Daryl (603) 335-4294.

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays
-last Tuesday of the month, 7:30, First
Parish Church Pilgrim House, 9 Cleave-.
land St., Brunswick. Call 725-4769 for
information.

Adult Children of Alchoholics (ACOA)
~ open discussion with focus of gay/lesbian issues, 7:30-9 p.m. YWCA, 87
Spring St., Portland.

Our Paper staff meeting - every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 9 Deering St., Portland.
New members are welcome.

AIDS Action of Central Mabie - first
Monday of every month at Sportsman's,
2 Bates St., Lewiston, 8 p.m. Call Phil
Ellis, 784-5047 or 7&2-6113.

TUESDAYS
,

Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in
Sobriety - every Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.,
First Parish Universalist-Unitarian
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.
Gay/Lesbian AI-Anon:__ every Tuesday,
7:30-8:30 p.m., First Parish UnitarianUniversalist Church, 425 Congress St.,
Portland.
Bowdoin Gay-Lesbian-Straight Alliance
·meets at 7:30 p.m. in Chase Barn
Chamber.
Free To Be Group of AA - meets
Fridays at 7:30 p.m., Jewett Hall, UMA,
room 114.

Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth
Tuesday of the month, YWCA, 87 Spring
St., Portland, 7:30 p.m.
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and
Gays, Midcoast Chapter, Brunswick,
fourth Tuesday of the month, 725-4769,
623-2349, 729-0519.

THURSDAYS
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8
p.m., Unitarian Church, Main Street,
Bangor.
VLGR (Vermonters for Lesbian and
Gay Rights) meets first and third Thursday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the
Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St.,
Burlington, VT.

Wilde-Stein Club - Thursday evening
6-'9 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memorial
Union, UMO.
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymo9-5 every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30 p.m.
First Parish Unitarian-Universalist
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland.

FRIDAYS
Gay/Lesbian Alliance - every other Friday at 7 p.m., 92 Bedford St., Portland,
780-4085.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Friday, 8-9:30 p.m. - Gays Together in
Sobriety (open discussion), Christ
Episcopal Church, 80 Lafayette Rd., Portsmouth, NH.

SATURDAYS
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight
Coalition (BAGLSC) dances meet the
first and third Saturdays of each month
from 8 :00 to 1:00 at the old Bangor Community College Student Union.
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law for people

Income Tax Preparer

Main St.

Searsport, Maine 04974

(Law Offices located behind Jaret & Cohn)

548-6689
548-2929

A careful, personal service
specializing in returns for
craftspeople, small businesses
and individuals.
61 MAINE STREET, BRUNSWICK, MAINE

729-5083
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Seventh-day Adventist Kinship
International, Inc.

•

.
:
:

:
.
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••
P.O. Box 3840, Los Angeles, CA 90078-3840
:
Phone (213) 876-2076
:
•
•
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A New Year's Eve Visit with Holly Near

by Peter L. Chandler
On the year's eve I had a chance to talk
with Holly Near. It was cxciting·to talk
with a performer of that caliber. We
talked of many different things. One
thing we spoke of was the upcoming
presidential campaign. She is giving support to Jesse Jackson by means of performing in benefits. She told me she was
dismayed by the strong grassroots vote
which still seems to be out of his reach .
She believes the very people who should
be supporting him through various moral
ties are not doing so. Her final word on
the subject was we are morally bound to
make informed decisions about the
individuals we place in authority.
When I asked her what it is most about
her and her music she wants to be most
remembered by, she said: "I really should
come up with a uniform answer for that. I
haven't yet. Probably I would like to have
people understand that I care very much
about my music and my audience. It
matters to me that they know this." My
strongest impression of Holly was of the
comfortable way she moved in crowds
and spoke with people and still had
plenty of room to move freely. She's very
easy-going and fun to talk to. I was to
meet her twenty minutes before her final
performance, and I waited with anxiety
for what seemed like hours. Then, moving
freely through the crowds of people lined
up to see her, she came walking up with
this smile and said, "see I didn't forget
you, I was out walking around the city
and it's very nice. " I stupidly said thankyou. Thing is I've only been living here
just over a year.
Her performances were excellent in my
opinion. In the first show she did several
old songs along with some new. An a
capella version of "Child of Wonder"
drew standing applause . .It seemed the
hall and Holly had been made for each
other- her voice carried beautifully. In
both performances she spoke of the
March on Washington in the fall. She
spoke of how moved she was by the giant
quilt made for the victims of AIDS .
Holly then did something tricky, she said ,
"there is this group of people that get very
nervous when they think I might be a
lesbian, and then there's the other group
which gets very nervous when they think
I'm not!" Well, all I can say is during my
talk with Holly I got not one clue as to the
answer to that nagging question so I ask it
now ... are you?
·
In her second show she did an excellent
rendition of Chris Williamson's "Waterfall," from the Changer and the Changed
album. She left us "Singing for our
Lives," and slowly walked off stage. I was
backsiage when she came up with this
idea and ran out of the room asking her
manager if there was room for her to lead
the audience out to the street and to the
fireworks singing the song. Space and
organization would not allow her to do
this.
It was very challenging for me to take
the opportunity put before me and I'm
very glad of the outcome of my time with
Holly.· I hope you people out there will
take opportunities presente_d to you. It is
helpful to have the support of individuals
like Holly and we need to let them know
we care.

Holly Near was in very talented
company on stage New Year's. John
Bocchino, a musician from California
accompanied Holly on piano. When we
spoke to John backstage he told us, "I
met Holly at the San Francisco airport
three years ago and shortly after that I
went to work with her." I was equipped
with recent copies of Our Paper and
gave him some. "This is big, it's good to
have a paper like this,'.' he said. "It will
be ·good reading on the plane tonight."
During the shows he had several solos.
In the first show he was marvelous and
the second was even better. Together
they put on a show for which I would
have gladly paid more, so for the
money it was priceless.
-Peter L. Chandler
photo: Connie Pelkey

photo: Connie Pelkey

Holly Near on stage at Portland City
Hall on Dec. 31, when she headlined
the annual New Year's/Portland
celebration.

